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Indiana Governor Wants Changes to Controversial Law 
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Indiana Gov. Mike Pence takes a question during a news con¬ 
ference, Tuesday, March 31, 2015, in Indianapolis. Pence said 
that he wants legislation on his desk by the end of the week to 
clarify that the state's new religious-freedom law does not allow 
discrimination against gays and lesbians. 

(AP Photo/Darron Cummings) 


ANDREW DeMILLO 
Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Indi¬ 
ana's governor said Tues¬ 
day that he wants legisla¬ 


tion on his desk by the end 
of the week to clarify that 
the state’s new religious- 
freedom law which has 
triggered a nationwide 


outcry does not allow dis¬ 
crimination against gays 
and lesbians. Meanwhile 
in Arkansas, lawmakers 
defied criticism and fol¬ 
lowed Indiana’s lead to 
pass a similar law. It now 
goes to Republican Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson, who has 
said he will sign it into law. 
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence 
defended the Indiana 
measure as a vehicle to 
protect religious liberty but 
said he has been meeting 
with lawmakers “around 
the clock” to address con¬ 
cerns that it would allow 
businesses to deny services 
to gay customers. The Indi¬ 
ana law prohibits any laws 
that “substantially burden" 
a person's ability to follow 
his or her religious beliefs. 
The definition of “person" 
includes religious institu¬ 
tions, businesses and as¬ 
sociations. Although the 
legal language does not 
specifically mention gays 
and lesbians, critics say the 
law is designed to protect 
businesses and individuals 
who do not want to serve 
gays and lesbians, such 
as florists or caterers who 
might be hired for a same- 
sex wedding. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Indiana Governor wants changes to controversial law 


proposal would prohibit 
state and local govern¬ 
ments from infringing on 
a person’s religious beliefs 
without a “compelling” 
reason. 

But unlike in Indiana, Arkan¬ 
sas lawmakers said they will 


not modify their measure. 
Over the past two days, 
hundreds of protesters filled 
Arkansas’ Capitol to op¬ 
pose the measure, holding 
signs that read “Discrimina¬ 
tion is not a Christian Val¬ 
ue” and “Discrimination is 


a Disease," and chanting 
“Shame on You” at Ball¬ 
inger after the measure 
was endorsed by a House 
committee. 

Similar proposals have 
been introduced in more 
than a dozen states. □ 



State Rep. Bob Ballinger, R-Hindsville, reacts after passage of a 
bill he presented in the House chamber at the Arkansas state 
Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., Tuesday, March 31, 2015. Arkansas 
lawmakers have given final approval to a religious-freedom bill 
that has drawn sharp criticism from opponents who say it opens 
the door to state-sanctioned discrimination against gays and 
lesbians. 

(AP Photo/Danny Johnston) 


Continued from front 


Businesses and organiza¬ 
tions have voiced concern 
over Indiana’s law, and 
some states have barred 
government-funded travel 
to the state. 

In Washington, White 
House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said Indiana of¬ 
ficials appeared to be in 
“damage-control mode” 
following an uproar over 
the law. 

Pence said he does not 
believe “for a minute" that 
lawmakers intended “to 
create a license to discrim¬ 
inate.” 

“It certainly wasn't my in¬ 
tent," said Pence, who 
signed the law last week. 
But, he said, 

he “can appreciate that 
that’s become the per¬ 
ception, not just here in 
Indiana but all across the 
country. We need to con¬ 


front that.” 

Democratic legislative 
leaders said the proposed 
clarifications by Pence 
and Republican lawmak¬ 
ers would not be enough. 
“To say anything less than 
a repeal is going to fix it is 
incorrect,” House Minority 
Leader Scott Pelath said. 
Republican House Speaker 
Brian Bosma agreed with 
the governor's call for swift 
action. 

“It's important to take ac¬ 
tion as quickly as possible. 
We want to do it this week,” 
he said. 

Also Tuesday, the India¬ 
napolis Star urged state 
lawmakers in a front-page 
editorial to respond to 
widespread criticism of the 
law by protecting the rights 
of gays and lesbians. 

The Star's editorial, head¬ 
lined “FIX THIS NOW," cov¬ 
ered the newspaper's en¬ 
tire front page. 

If enacted, the Arkansas 
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No nuke agreement yet: Iran talks push past deadline 


U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry attends a meeting on Iran's 
nuclear program at the Beau Rivage Palace Hotel in Lausanne, 
Switzerland Tuesday, March 31, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Brendan Smialowski) 


MATTHEW LEE 
GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON/LAUSANNE, 
Switzerland (AP) — With 
stubborn disputes unre¬ 
solved, nuclear talks be¬ 
tween Iran and six world 
powers pushed past a self- 
imposed deadline and into 
overtime Wednesday as 
negotiators renewed mar¬ 
athon efforts to hammer 
out the outline of an agree¬ 
ment. 

Enough progress had been 
made to warrant the exten¬ 
sion past Tuesday midnight. 


State Department spokes¬ 
woman Marie Hart said, 
although there still were 
“several difficult issues” to 
bridge. 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry, who had planned to 
leave the talks on Tuesday, 
was remaining. And an 
Iranian negotiator said his 
team could stay “as long 
as necessary” to clear the 
remaining hurdles. 

The decision came after 
six days of efforts to reach 
a preliminary understand¬ 
ing by Tuesday midnight, 
drawing in foreign ministers 


from all seven nations at 
the table — Iran, the United 
States, Russia, China, Brit¬ 
ain, France and Germany. 
After more than a decade 
of diplomatic efforts to limit 
Tehran’s nuclear advanc¬ 
es, the present talks al¬ 
ready had been extended 
twice, demonstrating the 
difficulties of reaching an 
agreement that meets the 
demands of both sides. 

The U.S. and its negotiat¬ 
ing partners demand curbs 
on Iranian nuclear activi¬ 
ties that could be used to 
make weapons, and they 


say any agreement must 
extend the time Tehran 
would need to produce a 
weapon from the present 
several months to at least 
a year. The Iranians deny 
such military intentions, but 
they are negotiating with 
the aim that a deal will end 
sanctions on their econo¬ 
my. In Washington, White 
House press secretary Josh 
Earnest suggested that 
talks meant to produce an 
outline that would allow the 
sides to continue negotia¬ 
tions until the June 30 final 
deadline had not bridged 
all gaps. He said the sides 
were working to produce a 
text with few specifics, ac¬ 
companied by documents 
outlining areas where fur¬ 
ther talks were needed 
“If we are making prog¬ 
ress toward the finish line, 
then we should keep go¬ 
ing,” he said. Officials had 
hoped to wrap up the cur¬ 
rent talks by Tuesday night 
with that joint general 
statement agreeing to start 
a new phase of negotia¬ 


tions to curb Iran’s nuclear 
program. That statement 
would be accompanied by 
more detailed documents 
that would include techni¬ 
cal information on under¬ 
standings of steps required 
on all sides to resolve out¬ 
standing concerns. Those 
documents would allow 
the sides to claim that the 
new phase of talks would 
not simply be a continu¬ 
ation of negotiations that 
have already been twice 
extended since an interim 
agreement between Iran 
and the so-called P5+1 na¬ 
tions was concluded in No¬ 
vember 2013. 

President Barack Obama 
and other leaders have 
said they are not interested 
in simply a third extension. 
The softening of the lan¬ 
guage from a framework 
“agreement” to a frame¬ 
work “understanding” ap¬ 
peared due in part to op¬ 
position to a two-stage 
agreement from Iran’s su¬ 
preme leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. □ 
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House panel seeks private talk with Clinton about email 



the United Nations a little 
more than a week after 
The Times’ report, Clinton 
first said she “chose not to 
keep” her private personal 
emails. But she then said 
that the server, which con¬ 
tained personal commu¬ 
nications of her husband, 
former President Bill Clinton, 
“will remain private.” 
Gowdy said the commit¬ 
tee believed that “a tran¬ 
scribed interview would 
best protect Secretary Clin¬ 


ton’s privacy, the security 
of the information queried, 
and the public’s interest 
in ensuring this committee 
has all information needed 
to accomplish the task set 
before it.” 

But, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
indicated Tuesday that she 
wanted to give her testi¬ 
mony in a public setting. 
In a written statement, a 
spokesman for her said 
she had told the commit¬ 
tee months ago that she 


was prepared to testify at a 
public hearing. “It is by their 
choice that hasn’t hap¬ 
pened,” said the spokes¬ 
man, Nick Merill. 

“To be clear, she remains 
ready to appear at a hear¬ 
ing open to the American 
public." 

The committee's ranking 
member. Rep. Elijah Cum¬ 
mings, D-Md., said the 
panel should hold a public 
hearing instead of a pri¬ 
vate interview. □ 


In this 2011 photo, then-U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton hands off her mobile phone after arriving to meet with 
Dutch Foreign Minister Uri Rosenthal at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in The Hague, Netherlands. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite 


MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
© 2015 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The chair¬ 
man of the House com¬ 
mittee investigating the 
Benghazi attacks asked 
Hillary Rodham Clinton on 
Tuesday to appear for a 
private interview about her 
exclusive use of a personal 
email account when she 
was secretary of state. 
Clinton’s “email arrange¬ 
ment with herself is highly 
unusual, if not unprec¬ 
edented," the commit¬ 
tee's chairman. Rep. Trey 
Gowdy, R-S.C., wrote in a 
letter to Clinton’s lawyer 
Tuesday morning. He add¬ 
ed that Clinton’s disclosure 
last week that all of the 
emails from the personal 
account had been delet¬ 
ed “only exacerbates our 
need to better understand 
what the secretary did, 
when she did it, and why 
she did it.” 

The emails were housed 
on a server at her home 
in Chappaqua, New York. 
Gowdy had asked Clinton 
to turn over that server to a 
neutral third party, like the 
State Department’s inspec¬ 
tor general, to determine 
which emails were person¬ 
al and which were govern¬ 


ment records. 

But in a letter to Gowdy on 
Friday, a lawyer for Clinton 
said there was no need 
to turn over the server be¬ 
cause an examination of it 
showed it had no copies of 
emails she sent during her 
time in office. 

In October, the State De¬ 
partment had asked for¬ 
mer secretaries of state 
dating back to Madeleine 
Albright to provide it with 
any government records - 
like emails - they may have 
in their possession. The law¬ 
yer for Clinton, David Ken¬ 
dall, said that in response 
to that request, Clinton's 
representatives had deter¬ 
mined which of her roughly 
60,000 emails were person¬ 
al and which private, and 
then a setting on the email 
account was changed to 
retain only messages sent 
in the previous two months. 
Since the report by The 
New York Times on March 
2 that Clinton used only a 
personal email account 
and did not have a gov¬ 
ernment account, she 
seems to have provided 
two answers about wheth¬ 
er she still has copies of her 
emails. 

At a news conference at 
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US to pledge up to 28 percent emission cut in global treaty 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States pledged 
Tuesday to cut its green¬ 
house gas emissions up 
to 28 percent as its contri¬ 
bution to a global treaty 
aimed at preventing the 
worst effects of climate 
change. 

The Obama administra¬ 
tion’s contribution to the 
treaty, which world lead¬ 
ers expect to finalize in De¬ 
cember, codifies a com¬ 
mitment President Barack 
Obama first made late 
last year in Beijing, when 
he announced a joint U.S.- 
China climate deal that 
raised global hopes that 
developed and devel¬ 
oping nations can come 
together to fight climate 
change. 

The U.S. proposal has 


drawn intense interest 
around the world. Most na¬ 
tions will miss Tuesday’s in¬ 
formal deadline to convey 
their contributions to the 
U.N. By midday, only the 
U.S., the EU, Switzerland, 
Norway, Mexico and Rus¬ 
sia had announced their 
pledges. By announcing 
its commitment early, the 
U.S. hopes to put political 
pressure on other coun¬ 
tries to take equally ambi¬ 
tious steps to cut emissions. 
White House senior adviser 
Brian Deese said Tuesday 
that, along with the U.S. 
pledge, countries that ac¬ 
count for more than half of 
total carbon pollution from 
the energy sector have 
submitted or announced 
what they will do to com¬ 
bat climate change be¬ 
ginning after 2020. 

“That’s a big deal, be¬ 
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Smoke rises from the Colstrip Steam Electric Station, a coal burning power plant in in Colstrip, 
Mont. The United States pledged Tuesday to cut its greenhouse gas emissions up to 28 percent 
as its contribution to a global treaty aimed at preventing the worst effects of climate change. 

(AP Photo/Matthew Brown) 


cause truly global chal¬ 
lenges demand global 
solutions,” Deese said on 
the White House blog. 
“Climate change is real, it 
is being driven by human 
activity, and it is not a 
problem any one country 
can solve on its own.” 

In the works for years, the 
treaty is set to be finalized 
in Paris in December. If 
successful, it will mark the 
first time all nations — not 
just wealthier ones like the 
U.S. — will have agreed to 
do something about cli¬ 
mate change. 

As part of its proposal, 
known to climate nego¬ 
tiators as an Intended Na¬ 
tionally Determined Con¬ 
tribution, the U.S. is also as¬ 
serting that its contribution 
is both ambitious and fair, 
It was unclear what met¬ 
rics the U.S. would use to 
back up that claim. But 
the proposal is expected 


to emphasize that the 
Obama administration 
has accelerated the rate 
of emissions reductions 
nearly twofold. Early in his 
presidency, Obama com¬ 
mitted to cut U.S. emissions 
17 percent by 2020; his 
subsequent goal for 2025 
pushes it to between 26 
percent and 28 percent. 
How will the U.S. meet its 
goal? The Obama ad¬ 
ministration has avoided 
putting hard numbers on 
the size of emissions re¬ 
ductions it expects from 
specific steps it is taking. In 
its submission, the EU listed 
specific economic sectors 
— such as transportation, 
energy and manufactur¬ 
ing — where it expects 
major reductions, and 
named the specific green¬ 
house gases it plans to cut. 
In contrast, the U.S. is ex¬ 
pected to point broadly to 
the steps Obama is taking 


through executive action, 
such as pollution limits on 
power plants, stricter ve¬ 
hicle emissions limits, and 
initiatives targeting specif¬ 
ic gases like methane and 
hydrofluorocarbons. 

Many of those steps face 
major legal challenges 
and intense political op¬ 
position, raising the risk 
that they could be under¬ 
mined or even discarded 
once Obama leaves of¬ 
fice in 2017. 

“Considering that two- 
thirds of the U.S. federal 
government hasn’t even 
signed off on the Clean 
Power Plan and 13 states 
have already pledged to 
fight it, our international 
partners should proceed 
with caution before en¬ 
tering into a binding, un¬ 
attainable deal,” said 
Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Mitch McConnell, a 
Republican.^ 
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American home prices rise up, weigh on affordability 



This photo shows a home for sale in Charlotte, N.C. Standard & 
Poor’s released their S&P/Case-Shiller index of home prices for 
January on Tuesday, March 31, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

home prices rose at a 
steady pace in January, 
pushing prices up at a 
faster pace than wages 
and putting more homes 
financially out of reach for 
would-be buyers. 

The Standard & Poor's/ 


Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index rose 4.6 per¬ 
cent in January compared 
with 12 months earlier, S&P 
said Tuesday. That is up 
from growth of 4.4 percent 
in December. 

Few Americans have listed 
their homes for sale, and 
the tight supply has kept 
prices higher. The increases 


have eclipsed earnings, 
making it more difficult for 
buyers to save for a down 
payment and afford a 
monthly mortgage. The 
modest wage gains have 
diminished the boost that 
robust hiring and low mort¬ 
gage rates should provide 
the housing market during 
the spring buying season. 
“Home prices are rising 
roughly twice as fast as 
wages, putting pressure 
on potential homebuyers 
and heightening the risk 
that any uptick in interest 
rates could be a major set¬ 
back,” said David Blitzer, 
chairman of the index 
committee for S&P Dow 
Jones Indices 

The Case-Shiller index cov¬ 
ers roughly half of U.S. 
homes. The index mea¬ 
sures prices compared 
with those in January 2000 
and creates a three-month 
moving average. The Jan- 


US consumer confidence rises in March 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

improving job market drove 
U.S. consumer confidence 
higher this month after a 
dip in February, a promising 
sign for the economy as it 
heads into spring. 

The Conference Board’s 
consumer confidence in¬ 
dex rose to 101.3 in March 
from revised 98.8 reading in 
February. 

Confidence has risen to the 
highest levels since before 
the Great Recession start¬ 
ed in December 2007. A 
year ago, the index stood 
at 83.9. 


“The strength of confi¬ 
dence, along with improv¬ 
ing labor market condi¬ 
tions, indicates that real 
consumption growth will 
accelerate over the com¬ 
ing months," Paul Ash¬ 
worth, chief U.S. econo¬ 
mist at Capital Economics, 
wrote in a research note. 
The private business group 
takes into account expec¬ 
tations for the future and 
consumers’ assessment of 
current conditions. Con¬ 
sumers were more optimis¬ 
tic about the future but a 
little less impressed with cur¬ 
rent economic conditions. 
Confidence rose for those 


younger than 35 and 55 or 
older. It fell for Americans 
35 to 54. The percentage of 
consumers who expect the 
economy will have more 
jobs in six months rose to 
15.5 percent from 13.8 per¬ 
cent in February; 18.4 per¬ 
cent said they expected 
their income to increase 
over the next six months, 
up from 16.4 percent last 
month. 

Consumers were more like¬ 
ly to say they would buy a 
car in the next six months 
but slightly less likely to say 
they intended to buy a 
home or major appliance, 
or go on vacationO 


uary figures are the latest 
available. 

Housing inventories have 
been tight since Decem¬ 
ber. The number of homes 
for sale in February was 


equal to just 4.6 months 
of sales, compared to an 
average of 5.2 months last 
year. Six months of supply is 
typical for a healthy hous¬ 
ing market. □ 


Enjoy our 
much celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 




Entree 


F \nh Soup 
1 Onion- Soup 
1 Clinch Frfrttgr* 

* E-s cjfigrjC 
- Salad 

► Freih C al& h of the Day 

pfripuftd l^ r pur kscil chiii ruti lftg w*y you !#•,■ 

■ JumtK> Shrimp inyn DurkKfll wnlw 

breodHE -miiJi iLn'o or ncu a 

ia-”t ipki-:: ow ih'igi.u'^ 

■ FlJot Mipnon" OKU US 

■ Grilled Boneless Ch&cfeon Grans! 




CbocG-ln.Ec: or B? 
Icl- Cream 


inn Cake 




• 2StJi ANIfVERSARY # 

Open daily l\om 5 DDprn - 10 .I 3 Qc:-ii [closed on Sundays) 
For iwwvallofi* cert: - Kiipwaal i2. Downtown 

w^w.dnlturoodarubin com L dnlhtfoodgwlainQl aw 
























WEDNESDAY 1 APRIL 


ms. NEWS 


JOLU MRA119 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM fc SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE I DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp I DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations paa 04A7/EQ0 7QCO 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO O I Uf /Ov6 a 0O0 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


American Living: 

Welcoming gentiles for Seder a strong Passover tradition 


LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — When it 
comes to Passover, Seder 
is hardly just for Jews at Lee 
Nelson’s house. 

In fact, Jews are usually 


outnumbered. 

Her daughter brought 
along a Muslim she was 
seeing last year, and Nel¬ 
son loves it when two par¬ 
ticular non-Jewish friends 
round out her dozen or so 
guests. They’re the ones 
who are bringing the bris¬ 
ket this year, and they’ve 
become expert at making 
charoset, symbolizing the 
mud the Israelites used for 
bricks when they were en¬ 
slaved in Egypt. 

Nelson, a social media 
manager in Wyndmoor, 
Pennsylvania, is a non- 
affiliated Jew who follows 
some Buddhist teachings. 


In her house and many oth¬ 
er Jewish homes, gentiles 
are more than welcome at 
Seder to munch matzo, sip 
the traditional four glasses 
of wine and open the door 
for the prophet Elijah. 


"It’s about freedom and it’s 
about freedom for every¬ 
body,” Nelson said. “And 
you define that freedom 
however you want to de¬ 
fine it." 

In the swanky beach town 
of East Hampton, the Rev. 
Msgr. Donald M. Hanson’s 
Roman Catholic congre¬ 
gation swells to about 1,700 
families during the summer 
months, but he works regu¬ 
larly on interfaith projects 
for his year-round parishio¬ 
ners of Hispanics, middle- 
class residents and retirees. 
Last year, he asked Rabbi 
Sheldon Zimmerman to or¬ 
ganize a traditional Seder 


at his Most Holy Trinity Par¬ 
ish so his flock could expe¬ 
rience Passover for them¬ 
selves. About 250 people, 
Jews and Christians, at¬ 
tended. The evening’s mu¬ 
sic included a cantor and 


the traditional Passover 
song “Dayenu.” 

"We got a kosher caterer 
and we paired it up so that 
the tables would be even¬ 
ly Christian and Jewish,” 
Hanson said. "I wanted my 
people to understand the 
Jewish character of it, but 
in understanding the Jewish 
character of it, they have 
the foundation now to bet¬ 
ter understand the Christian 
take on it.” 

Welcoming gentiles for Sed¬ 
er isn’t new to Zimmerman, 
whose ranks at his Jewish 
Center of the Hamptons 
also rise with affluent week¬ 
end and summer residents. 


He and his wife have been 
welcoming gentiles for Sed¬ 
er for 53 years. 

“We would have more 
Christians this year but the 
Seders are on Easter week¬ 
end. All of the Christians 
arebusy with their own fam¬ 
ilies,” said the 73-year-old 
rabbi of Passover's start the 
night of April 3. 

“There was a time 70 years 
ago, 80 years ago, when 
you didn’t invite Christians 
to your Seder. There wasn’t 
that openness in America, 
but people want to know 
and want to learn now. It's 
a way to understand the 
Jewishness of Jesus,” Zim¬ 
merman said. 

Or to embrace other strug¬ 
gles against oppression. 
Gwen Ragsdale, co-found¬ 
er and curator of exhibits 
at the Lest We Forget Black 
Holocaust Museum of Slav¬ 
ery in Philadelphia, was a 
college student during the 
black civil rights era of the 
1960s. Until recently, she was 
unaware of the story of the 
Freedom Seder, held April 
4, 1969, in the basement of 
a black church in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., on the third night 
of Passover, which fell that 
year on the anniversary of 
the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

About 800 people, half of 
them Jews and the rest 
black and white Christians, 
attended the event orga¬ 
nized by community lead¬ 
ers and clergy. Three years 
ago, the National Museum 
of American Jewish His¬ 
tory in Philadelphia revived 
Freedom Seder, dubbing 
the event Freedom Seder 
Revisited. Ragsdale was 
among the museum’s 250 
guests for this year’s meal 
March 25. 


"It’s an evening of stories 
and performances punc¬ 
tuated by these little ritual 
Passover moments,” said 
Emily August, director of 
public programs for the 
museum. “The Exodus nar¬ 
rative is replaced by these 
stories, these personal jour¬ 
neys.” 

One of the evening’s story¬ 
tellers was a woman who 
journeyed to the U.S. from 
India. 

"She was here as an (un¬ 
documented) immigrant 
in her 20s as a college stu¬ 
dent, and she told this story 
for the first time publicly of 
her deportation hearing. It 
was incredibly powerful,” 
August said. 

Jewish Passover rituals were 
explained as the night pro¬ 
gressed. Bitter herbs, horse¬ 
radish, charoset and matzo 
were used. “There was wine 
but not four cups,” August 
laughed. 

Ragsdale was moved. She 
recalled a black woman 
who spoke of her realiza¬ 
tion in her corporate job 
that "she was hired only 
because she was black 
and filled a criteria when in 
fact she really wasn’t quali¬ 
fied fo give them what they 
were expecting of her." 
Ragsdale’s husband, Joe, 
has been collecting slave 
artifacts for 50 years. They 
have a touring exhibit they 
roll out regularly, includ¬ 
ing at predominantly white 
schools, as a way to bring 
slavery alive emotionally “in 
much the same way Jewish 
communities want people 
to understand their oppres¬ 
sion and how their oppres¬ 
sion is very much a part of 
their being, who they are 
and why we are the way 
we are.”Q 



In this Wed., March 25, 2015 photo, participants attend Freedom Seder Revisited at the National 
Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia. The event embraces gentiles for an evening 
of storytelling, music and a taste of traditional Passover food and rituals as it honors the original 
interfaith Freedom Seder held in 1969 in Washington, D.C., on the first anniversary of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s assassination. (AP Photo/Courtesy Matthew Christopher) 
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Iraq premier: Troops in center of Islamic State-held Tikrit 



Iraqi security forces and allied Shiite militiamen celebrate as they hold a flag of the Islamic State 
group they captured in Tikrit, 80 miles north of Baghdad, Iraq, Tuesday, March 31, 2015. Iraqi 
forces battled Islamic State militants holed up in downtown Tikrit, going house to house Tuesday 
in search of snipers and booby traps, and the prime minister announced security forces had 
reached the city's center. (AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 


QASSIM ZAHRA 
SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
TIKRIT, Iraq (AP) — Iraqi 
forces battled Islamic State 
militants holed up in down¬ 
town Tikrit, going house to 
house Tuesday in search of 
snipers and booby traps, 
and the prime minister 
said security forces had 
reached the heart of the 
city. 

In a statement on Twit¬ 
ter, Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi announced the 
“liberation of Tikrit" and 
congratulated Iraqi secu¬ 
rity forces on their “historic 
milestone.” But an official 
statement from his office 
said the troops “hoisted 
the Iraqi flag” over the 
Salahuddin provincial 
headquarters in Tikrit and 
are moving to control the 
entire city. 

Abdul-Wahab al-Saadi, 
the commander of the 
Salahuddin operation, said 
his forces fighting from the 
west were still 300 meters 
(325 yards) from the center 
of Tikrit. 

Extremists from the Islamic 
State group seized Sad¬ 
dam Hussein’s hometown 


last summer during its light¬ 
ning advance across north¬ 
ern and western Iraq. The 
battle for Tikrit is seen as a 
key step toward eventually 
driving the militants out of 
Mosul, Iraq's second-larg¬ 


est city that is farther north. 
Street-by-street fighting 
raged into the afternoon, 
and estimates differed 
widely on how much of this 
strategic city on the banks 
of the Tigris River that Iraqi 


forces held. Army Lt. Gen. 
Talib Shaghati said at least 
75 percent of Tikrit had 
been recaptured. Ammar 
Hikmat, deputy governor 
of Salahuddin province, 
said more than 40 percent 


was under Iraqi control. 
“Our security forces are 
now pushing forward to¬ 
ward the presidential com¬ 
plex and have already en¬ 
tered parts of it,” Hikmat 
said. “I think the whole city 
will be retaken within the 
coming 24 hours.” 

An Associated Press report¬ 
er embedded with Iraqi 
security forces saw soldiers 
surround the iconic presi¬ 
dential palace, and they 
also surrounded the pro¬ 
vincial government head¬ 
quarters. Soldiers worked to 
detonate bombs remotely, 
while federal police went 
house to house looking to 
arrest militants or identify 
booby traps that may slow 
the offensive. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Brig. Gen. Saad Maan Ibra¬ 
him said at least 40 militants 
were killed Tuesday, and 
Iraqi forces dismantled 300 
roadside bombs. He said 
the federal police, backed 
by allied militias, were able 
to clear the government 
compound, the Tikrit pro¬ 
vincial council headquar¬ 
ters, its security headquar¬ 
ters and the presidential 
palaceO 


Yemen civilians shudder, bristle under bombing campaign 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Ye¬ 
meni civilians shuddered 
in fear and bristled with 
anger under an intense 
Saudi-led bombing cam¬ 
paign against Shiite rebels 
on Tuesday, day six of fight¬ 
ing that prompted inter¬ 
national aid organizations 
to express alarm over high 
civilian casualties from the 
strikes and violence roiling 
the country. 

Residents of the capital, 
Sanaa, sought shelter and 
got little sleep during the 
night, while some took to 
the rooftops in anger or 
frustration, firing automat¬ 


ic rifles skywards toward 
the roar of warplanes. 
Schools, universities and 
government offices were 
all closed, along with most 
shops. Few cars ventured 
onto the mostly deserted 
streets. 

“We haven’t slept — one 
child screams and a sec¬ 
ond cries,” said Mustafa al- 
Ahmadi, a father of eight 
who said the family seeks 
shelter in their basement 
when close explosions rock 
the house. “Once it’s quiet, 
we return to our room but 
the minute we step in, a 
second explosion rocks the 
house so we return to the 
basement. This is how we 


spend the night, running 
back and forth.” 

Late on Tuesday night, Ye¬ 
meni military officials said 
the Shiite rebels, known as 
Houthis, took up positions 
overlooking the strate¬ 
gic Bab-el-Mandeb strait, 
which serves as a gateway 
for oil tankers headed to 
Europe, raising the risk they 
could threaten the key 
global shipping route with 
heavy weapons. 

In what was likely the worst 
night yet for Sanaa, air¬ 
craft late Monday and 
early Tuesday repeatedly 
bombed a weapons depot 
in the southern Faj Atten 
neighborhood, sending an 


eruption of fire into the air 
and shaking windows for ki¬ 
lometers (miles) around. 
Officials from all sides 
said strikes hit the city’s 
so-called “security belt” 
of army camps surround¬ 
ing the capital, some of 
which stored ballistic mis¬ 
siles. Those camps are held 
by the rebels or their allies, 
military units loyal to for¬ 
mer President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh. “We ran to the shop 
to take shelter after 1 a.m. 
because of airstrikes on 
the mountain,” said Abdel- 
Rahman al-Hamidi, who 
lives near a rebel camp 
that was returning fire at 
warplanes. Many other 


shops are locked up with 
heavy metal chains. 

The campaign by the 
Saudi-led coalition, made 
up mainly of Sunni Arab 
states, aims to weaken the 
Iranian-allied Houthis, who 
have overrun much of the 
country with the help of 
Saleh's loyalists and forced 
Yemen's current president. 
Abed Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi, to flee abroad. 

The U.N. human rights of¬ 
fice in Geneva said that 
in the past five days, at 
least 93 civilians have been 
killed and 364 wounded in 
five Yemeni cities engulfed 
in the violence, including, 
Sanaa. □ 
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Buhari wins in Nigeria, defeating Goodluck Jonathan 


MICHELLE FAUL 
ANDREW DRAKE 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Amid 
anger over an Islamist in¬ 
surgency that has claimed 
thousands of lives, Nigeri¬ 
ans returned a 72-year-old 
former military dictator to 
power Tuesday in the most 
hotly contested election in 
the country’s history. 
Incumbent Goodluck Jon¬ 
athan conceded defeat 
to Muhammadu Buhari, a 
Cabinet minister close to 
the outgoing president told 
The Associated Press, pav¬ 
ing the way for an unprec¬ 
edented peaceful transfer 
of power in Africa's most 
populous nation. 

It will be the first time in Ni¬ 
geria’s history that an op¬ 
position party has demo¬ 
cratically taken control of 
the country from the ruling 


party — a sign of the West 
African nation’s maturing 
young democracy. Jona¬ 
than’s party has governed 
since decades of military 
dictatorship ended in 1999. 
Celebrations erupted all 
over Buhari’s strongholds 
in northern Nigeria and 
around his campaign 
headquarters in Abuja. 
Cars honked and people 
waved brooms in the air — 
a symbol of Buhari’s cam¬ 
paign promise to sweep 
out Nigeria's endemic cor¬ 
ruption. 

Jonathan called Buhari to 
congratulate him Tuesday 
evening, thus conceding 
defeat. Aviation Minister 
Osita Chidoka said. 
Jonathan’s concession 
came before the final an¬ 
nouncement of election 
results by the Independent 
National Electoral Commis¬ 
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Supporters of opposition candidate Gen. Muhammadu Buhari's All Progressives Congress (APC) 
party celebrate what they said was the senatorial win in Kano Central district of APC candidate 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso, in Kano, northern Nigeria Monday, March 30, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Ben Curtis) 


sion and as both he and 
Buhari prepared to address 
the nation. 

Results of all 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Terri¬ 
tory showed Buhari, a for¬ 
mer general who ruled with 
an iron hand during a brief 
tenure in the 1980s, dealing 
a crushing defeat to Jona¬ 
than. He won overwhelm¬ 
ingly in the final state to 
report results, northeastern 
Borno, the birthplace of 
the brutal Islamic insurgent 
group, Boko Haram, and 
the one that has endured 
the worst suffering from the 
Islamic uprising that has 
swept through villages and 
towns in the north, killing 
thousands of civilians and 
kidnapping many more, in¬ 
cluding hundreds of school¬ 
girls. 

An Associated Press count 
of the final results showed 
Buhari winning more than 
15.3 million votes to Jona¬ 
than’s 12.9 million. Buhari 
won 19 states to Jonathan's 
17 states and the small Fed¬ 
eral Capital Territory. Final 
official results were expect¬ 
ed to be announced late 
Tuesday. 


Besides dominating, as 
expected, in his north¬ 
ern strongholods, Buhari 
crucially carried Lagos 
state, Nigeria'scommercial 
hub with the largest num¬ 
ber of voters, though fewer 
than one-third of eligible 
voters participated. He also 
took other critical competi¬ 
tive states in the country’s 
southwest. 

The victorious candidate 
must take more than half 
of all votes and at least 25 
percent of votes in two- 
thirds of the 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory 
at Abuja. 

Spontaneous celebrations 
sprang up across cities in 
northern Nigeria, where 
Buhari is almost revered. 
Young men on motor scoot¬ 
ers performed wheelies as 
hundreds of youths chant¬ 
ed, "Change! Change! 
Change!” and cars honked 
their horns in support. In 
Kano state, Buhari deliv¬ 
ered a crushing defeat to 
Jonathan, winning 1.9 mil¬ 
lion votes to Jonathan’s 
215,800. 

Outside Buhari’s party 
headquarters in Abuja, 


women chanted songs 
and used grass brooms to 
elaborately sweep the way 
ahead of arriving dignitar¬ 
ies in flamboyant robes. 
"This election is not about 
Buhari or Jonathan, it’s 
about Nigeria, it's about 
freedom, it’s about 
change, it's about unity,” 
Aisha Birma said. 

She said Jonathan lost be¬ 
cause he failed to provide 
security for Nigerians. 

"What we have gone 
through, the Boko Haram 
insurgency for the past six 
years in Borno. ... You, Jon¬ 
athan, were responsible 
for our lives and property. 
When you don't protect 
our lives and property, you 
can’t talk about infrastruc¬ 
ture, education ... Security 
is paramount,” she said. 

The austere and strict Bu¬ 
hari has described him¬ 
self as a belated convert 
to democracy, promising 
that if elected, he would 
stamp out the insurgency 
in the north waged by Boko 
Haram, the homegrown Is¬ 
lamic extremist group that 
has pledged fealty to the 
Islamic State group.Q 
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Lufthansa: Co-pilot disclosed 
earlier “severe depressions” 

DAVID McHUGH 
JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — Lufthansa knew that the 
co-pilot of the passenger plane that crashed in the 
French Alps last week had suffered from an episode of 
“severe depression” before he finished his flight train¬ 
ing with the German airline. 

The airline said Tuesday that it has found emails that 
Andreas Lubitz sent to the Lufthansa flight school in 
2009 when he resumed his training in Bremen after an 
interruption of several months. 

In them, he informed the school that he had suffered 
a “previous episode of severe depression," which had 
since subsided. 

The airline said Lubitz subsequently passed all medi¬ 
cal checks and that it has provided the documents to 
prosecutors. It declined to make any further comment. 
French authorities say voice recordings indicate Lubitz, 
27, locked the other pilot out of the cockpit and de¬ 
liberately crashed the Airbus A320 in the French Alps 
on March 24. All 150 people aboard Flight 9525 from 
Barcelona to Duesseldorf died. 

The disclosure that Lubitz had told the airline he had 
suffered from depression before he was hired in Sep¬ 
tember, 2013 at Lufthansa's budget arm Germanwings 
is another blow to the company's reputation. Lufthan¬ 
sa CEO Carsten Spohr had said that Lubitz passed all 
tests and had been pronounced fit to fly. 

The revelation adds to questions about how much Luf¬ 
thansa and its insurers will pay in damages for the pas¬ 
sengers who died. It also underlines questions about 
how thoroughly the aviation industry and government 
regulators screen pilots for psychological problems. 
German prosecutors say Lubitz received psychothera¬ 
py before obtaining his pilot's license and that medi¬ 
cal records from that time referred to “suicidal tenden¬ 
cies." They have given no dates for his treatment, but 
said visits to doctors since then showed no record of 
any suicidal tendencies or aggression against others. 
They also have found torn-up sick notes from doctors, 
including one that would have kept Lubitz off work on 
the day of the crash. 

The latest disclosure “really does suggest a potential 
problem with the airline's oversight of this aviator," says 
Alan E. Diehl, a former air safety investigator with the 
NTSB and a former scientist for human performance at 
the Federal Aviation Administration. 

Diehl says the global shortage of pilots might be lead¬ 
ing to lax hiring standards. Every week, there are nearly 
30 new jets rolling off assembly lines. Each one requires 
airlines to hire and train at least 10 to 12 new pilots. 
“Maybe some of these carriers, not just Germanwings, 
are taking people that they wouldn't normally take,” 
Diehl says. 

In the U.S., the Federal Aviation Administration in 2010 
starting allowing some pilots who are taking medica¬ 
tion for mild to moderate depression to continue flying 
on a case-by-case basis.Q 


Former allies question Putin’s course 



Russia's former finance minister Alexei Kudrin attends a round 
table to mark President Vladimir Putin’s 15 years in office, 
some of the president’s long-term allies questioned his political 
course and warned of economic fallout in Moscow, Russia, 
Tuesday, March 31, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko) 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — As Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin marks 15 years since he 
was first elected, his former 
long-term allies are ques¬ 
tioning his political course 
and warning of the eco¬ 
nomic consequences of his 
aggressive foreign policy. 
Putin’s approval ratings 
peaked last year as the 
Kremlin annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula and 
have stayed at record high 
levels as many Russians are 
basking in what state me¬ 
dia present as the glory 
of the return of this former 
part of the Russian empire. 
Yet in a rare show of dis¬ 
sent several long-time for¬ 
mer allies of the president 
on Tuesday warned about 
the cost of the foreign pol¬ 
icy. They were speaking at 
a round table to mark Pu¬ 
tin’s 15 years in power and 
were moderated by the 
president’s spokesman. 

The annexation of Crimea 
in March last year, which 
Putin has admitted was 
his personal decision, and 
Russia’s ensuing role in the 
bloody conflict in eastern 
Ukraine caused interna¬ 
tional outrage and saw 
Russia slapped with eco¬ 
nomic sanctions. 

Alexei Kudrin, Russia’s fi¬ 
nance minister in 2000-2011 
and a former deputy prime 
minister, argued that Pu¬ 
tin’s focus on foreign policy 
means that Russia won’t 
return to economic growth 
levels suitable for a great 
power in coming years. 
“We’re stuck,” he said, 
adding that growth rates 
of 1-2 percent, which is the 
best Russia can hope for in 
the current environment, 
“do not reflect Russia's 
ability to be competitive in 
the global economy.” 
What’s more, the fallout 
from the Ukraine crisis, as 
well as direct financing 


to Crimea will cost Russia 
$150-$200 billion in the next 
three to four years, accord¬ 
ing to Kudrin. That's roughly 
half of Russia's foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves. 

Kudrin warned that the 
nationalist sentiment, un¬ 
leashed with Crimea’s an¬ 
nexation is spooking stabil¬ 
ity-seeking businesses be¬ 
cause it shows that “priority 
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is given to political goals” 
and the Kremlin is ready to 
“pay an economic price." 
Russia's economy is ex¬ 
pected to contract by 
3-6 percent this year in 
its steepest decline since 
Putin took office. His third 
presidential term expires in 
2018, but Putin hasn't yet 
confirmed if he's going to 
run for a fourth termO 
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Eurozone deflation eases, unemployment at near 3-year low 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The 

19-country eurozone isn’t 
going to be the driving 
force of the global econ¬ 
omy anytime soon, but it's 
increasingly evident that its 
numbers are heading the 
right way. 

Official figures Tuesday 
raised hopes that the cur¬ 
rent bout of deflation 
across the region could be 
over much sooner than an¬ 
ticipated while unemploy¬ 
ment has fallen to a near 
three-year low — the latest 
in a string of indicators to 
suggest that the eurozone 
recovery has pushed up a 
gear in the wake of lower 
oil prices and a falling euro. 
Eurostat said consumer 
prices across the single¬ 
currency zone fell by only 
0.1 percent in the year 
to March following a 0.3 
percent fall fhe previous 
month. 

The modest decline was in 
line with market expecta¬ 
tions and follows an ap¬ 
parent easing in the down¬ 
ward pressure emanating 
from energy costs. In recent 
weeks, there have been 



A dustman sweeps as he works in front a work wear shop in 
Rome, Tuesday, March 31, 2015. Official figures Tuesday raised 
hopes that the current bout of deflation across the region could 
be over much sooner than anticipated while unemployment 
has fallen to a near three-year low — the latest in a string of in¬ 
dicators to suggest that the eurozone recovery has pushed up a 
gear in the wake of lower oil prices and a falling euro. 

(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 


growing signs that the slide 
in oil prices, which took root 
last summer, has come to 
an end. 

Eurozone inflation rates 
have been negative since 
last December, a head¬ 
ache that prompted the 
European Central Bank 
earlier this year to launch a 
1.1 trillion-euro ($1.2 trillion) 
government bond-buying 
program on the lines of that 
pursued by the U.S. Federal 
Reserve for many years. 

The hope behind the stim¬ 
ulus, which is set to last til 
September next year, is 
to shore up the economic 
recovery and get inflation 
back into the system — the 
ECB looks to achieve infla¬ 
tion of just below 2 percent. 
Negative inflation rates 
since December stoked 
fears fhaf the eurozone 
would suffer a debilitating 
bout of deflation, where 
sustained falls in prices 
weigh on economic ac¬ 
tivity, as in Japan in the 
recent past. Falling prices 
over a long period of fime 
can prompt consumers to 
delay spending in hopes of 
bargains down the line and 
make businesses reluctant 


Argentina transportation strike shuts down country 


P. PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argen¬ 
tina (AP) — Transportation 
unions brought Argentina 
to a standstill on Tuesday 
with a one-day national 
strike to protest income 
tax rates and high inflation 
they say is eroding their 
earnings. 

Flights were cancelled, 
schools shut down, banks 
closed and thousands of 
businesses were shuttered 
along largely empty streets. 
While transportation work¬ 
ers represent only a small 
part of the South American 
country's workforce, shut¬ 


ting down trains and buses 
created a domino effect 
because many Argentines 
have no other way to get 
to work or school. 

Most domestic and interna¬ 
tional flights were canceled 
because transportation 
unions represent many air¬ 
port workers. Some schools 
canceled classes and oth¬ 
ers announced half-days 
as teachers had trouble 
getting to work. 

Even drivers with their own 
cars had a hard time get¬ 
ting into the capital be¬ 
cause members of the 
Socialist Workers party 
blocked the principal 


routes into Buenos Aires. 
“Total impact,” said Ro¬ 
berto Fernandez, leader of 
the Automotive Tramways 
Union, one of the main or¬ 
ganizers, told Radio Mitre. 
“But for us fhere is no hap¬ 
piness here because fhe 
country loses. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the government refuses 
to be reasonable.” 

The unions argue that high 
taxes and inflation, which 
private economists put at 
around 35 percent, have 
eroded wage gains. They 
also want to raise the mini¬ 
mum income on which tax¬ 
es are applied. 

Top officials in President 


Cristina Fernandez’s say 
the tax rates are fair and 
affect only a small percent¬ 
age of workers, those who 
earn more than 15,000 pe¬ 
sos ($1,765) a month. 
Cabinet chief Anibal Fer¬ 
nandez told reporters that 
the government believed 
95 percent of people who 
stayed home wanted to 
work but had no way to 
get there. “#YoNoParo,” 
or “I don’t strike,” was a 
trending hashtag on Twit¬ 
ter, where Argentines joked 
about having to stay home 
and defended job creation 
under Fernandez's govern¬ 
ment. □ 


to invest and innovate. 
Sometimes, falling prices 
can be a boon. 

The recent run of upbeat 
economic data coming 
from many parts of the eu¬ 
rozone has been largely 
credited to the impact of 
lower fuel costs — the 20 
euros saved filling up a car 
can be spent elsewhere. 
Lower oil prices aren’t the 
only reason why there is in¬ 
creasing optimism around 
the eurozone’s economic 
outlook. 

The recent sharp fall in the 
value of the euro to near 
decade lows against the 
dollar has also been cred¬ 
ited for the improving un¬ 
derlying picture — a lower 
currency can boost growth 
by making exports cheap¬ 
er and can raise inflation 
by making imports more 
expensive. 

On Tuesday, the euro was 
down another 0.9 percent 
at $1.0722 as traders price 
in the prospect of higher 
U.S. borrowing rates soon. 
Though the impact of the 
euro’s fall and the ECB’s 
stimulus should help to 
prop up inflation overcom¬ 
ing months, few econo¬ 
mists think it will be any 
pick-up will be substantial 
partly because of rigid la¬ 
bor markets in many parts 
of the eurozone. After all, 
Eurostat said the core rate, 
which excludes volatile 
items such as energy, food 
and fobacco, slipped to 
0.6 percent in the year to 
March from 0.7 percent 
the previous month. 

“All this shouldn’t detract 
from today's ‘good news' 
that we are now on the 
crux of pulling out of a neg¬ 
ative spiral, but it should 
lead to no illusions either 
over the persistent dangers 
that surround a protracted 
low-inflation environment,” 
said Timo del Carpio, Eu¬ 
ropean economist at RBC 
Capital.Q 



























Guests Make a Difference 

At The Ritz-Carlton for Earth Hour 2015 


--Hotels and Resorts 
around the Globe Offered 
Authentic Experiences that 
Impact Conservation. 

PAL M BEACH - On Satur¬ 
day, March 28th at 8:30 
p.m. The Ritz-Carlton hotels, 
resorts, clubs and residenc¬ 
es around the world proud¬ 
ly supported Earth Hour by 
switching off non-essential 
lighting throughout the 
properties. Founded by 
the World Wildlife Fund for 
Nature (WWF), Earth Hour 
is the single largest, sym¬ 
bolic mass-participation 
event in the world, inspir¬ 
ing a global community of 
millions of people across 
162 countries and territo¬ 
ries to switch off lights. As 
an annual event, Earth 
Hour brought attention to 
sustainability issues on our 
planet and how each of 
us, whether as individuals 
or organizations, can make 
an impact. The Ritz-Carlton 
hotels, clubs and residenc¬ 
es around the world cre¬ 
ated unique, memorable 
experiences for their guests 
and members during Earth 
Hour, inviting them to ac¬ 
tively participate in this 
global conservation effort 
to create a greener and 
more sustainable environ¬ 
ment. 

--The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
assisted Fort Zoutman with 
lightening of candles. At 
the hotel, Les Crustaces 
and Solanio restaurant 
served “Candlelight din¬ 
ner” all lights were turned 
off at the Divi Bar and 
Lounge and candlelights 
were lit throughout this 
area creating a warm at¬ 
mosphere. 

-The Ritz-Carlton, Dubai 
International Financial 
Centre engaged the fu¬ 
ture generation in the im¬ 
portance of environmental 
conservation with the Ritz 
Kids activity, “Stories by 


Candlelight.” 

-Guests at newly opened 
The Ritz-Carlton, Bali par¬ 
ticipated in “meditation 
under the stars,” where 
fresh breezes and dimmed 
illumination from tradition¬ 
al lighting evolved into a 
peaceful moment. 

-At The Ritz-Carlton, St. 


on the environment,” com¬ 
ments Sue Stephenson, 
vice president, Commu¬ 
nity Footprints for The Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel Company. 
“Earth Hour is an outstand¬ 
ing forum for us to exercise 
this commitment and help 
raise awareness for the im¬ 
portance of environmen- 






tal responsibility around 
the globe." Participating 
in Earth Hour aligns with 
the company’s social and 
environmental responsibil¬ 
ity program and its guid¬ 
ing principles to engage, 
contribute and inspire. En¬ 
vironmental responsibility is 
a key pillar of Community 
Footprints, implemented 
by each hotel's Ritz-Carlton 
Environmental Action Con¬ 
servation Team (REACT), 
with a global strategy in¬ 
cluding water and energy 
conservation programs, re¬ 
cycling initiatives, sourcing 
environmentally preferred 
products, and increas¬ 
ing organic and locally 
sourced dining and spa 
options. For more informa¬ 
tion about the global im¬ 
pact of Community Foot¬ 
prints, please visit http:// 
www.ritzcarlton.com/ 
communityfootprintsO 


Thomas, guests attended a 
moonlight beach BBC and 
bonfire, completed with 
a stargazing activity with 
Naturalists from the Am¬ 
bassadors of the Environ¬ 
ment. 

-At The Ritz-Carlton, West¬ 
chester, the pathways to 
the hotel and residenc¬ 
es were lit by luminaries 
carved from ice. 

-The Ritz-Carlton, Istanbul 
invited guests to view a 
traditional Turkish Shadow 
Play performance in the 
lobby. “We are committed 
to working towards a more 
sustainable future, by pre¬ 
serving natural resources 
and minimizing our impact 



































Barney's Bar & Restaurant: “Food And Fun For Everyone!” 



PALM BEACH - Opened 
for just a little over 3 years, 
Barney’s Bar & Restaurant 
located in Palm Beach has 
become one of the favor¬ 
ites of both locals and tour¬ 
ist in Aruba. 

Owners Eline and Ron run 
the front of the house while 
Chef Jan makes sure all 
meals are served fresh and 
timely. Barney’s is a fam¬ 
ily friendly restaurant offer¬ 
ing a menu which is varied 
and excellent prices which 
won’t break the bank. 

The kitchen is open from 
5pm till 11pm Monday 
through Saturday. The bar 
is open till midnight and 
offers karaoke on Friday 
nights where you will of¬ 
ten hear Ron, Eline & Chef 
singing for your entertain¬ 
ment along with tourists 
and locals! 

Besides offering a daily 
special along with 3 spe¬ 
cial soups of the week, 
they have several Special 
Nights and some are ALL 
YOU CAN EAT! 

Monday it’s ALL YOU CAN 
EAT Fajitas for $19.50, 
which is a choice of chick¬ 
en, beef or grouper served 
with all the toppings. 
Choose your first choice 
and then feel free to order 
more of the same meat/ 
fish choice or choose to try 
something different. 
Tuesday is Schnitzel night 
offering several choices of 
toppings such as the Jager 
Schnitzel which is topped 
with a Jager cream sauce, 
sauteed mushrooms, on¬ 
ions and bell peppers, for 
$17.50. 

Wednesday night is Grou¬ 
per night with a variety of 
toppings of your choice 
such as the Italian Grouper 
topped with tomato, moz¬ 
zarella and a green pesto 
for $19.50. 

Thursday night is Chef’s 
award winning ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Ribs! You start 
off with 2 racks of ribs with 


your choice of BBQ sauce, 
regular BBQ, devils hot, or 
honey smoked, and in¬ 
cludes a salad, cole slaw 
and french fries for $19.50! 
Friday night is ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Sliders night, start¬ 
ing you off with a cheese¬ 
burger, grouper, steak, 
fried chicken and chorizo 
comes with cole slaw and 
french fries and once you 
finish the first 5 sliders feel 
free to re order your favor¬ 
ites for only $19.50! 
Saturday night is ALL YOU 
CAN EAT Steak night which 
includes a salad, cole slaw 


and french fries for only 
$21.50. 

Some of my favorites on 
their regular menu are 
starting off my meal with 
the Firecrackers Shrimp; 
shrimp deep fried tossed 
around in a light spicy 
homemade sauce or the 
Smokey's sauce; smoked 
trout filet with lemon garlic 


butter out of the oven or 
Barney’s crab cakes! Then 
I will proceed to the Par¬ 
mesan Grouper, a grouper 
filet topped with a mix of 
parmesan cheese, mus¬ 
tard, mayonnaise and egg 
served with stir fried veg¬ 
gie's and a side of your 
choice or I will build my 
own burger which includes 


a choice of ground beef, 
chicken or vegetarian pat¬ 
ty and I load up on the va¬ 
riety of toppings they offer 
to choose from. 

Another favorite on the 
main course menu is Bar¬ 
ney & Fred Sword Fight; a 
skewer with pieces of ten¬ 
derloin grilled to perfection 
just how I like it and a skew¬ 
er with grilled shrimp served 
with stir fried veggies and a 
side of my choice. 

As I reported at the begin¬ 


ning, Barney's has been 
opened just a little over 3 
years and has become ex¬ 
tremely popular. 

Walk-ins are welcomed if 
seats are available but it 
really is necessary now a 
days to make a reservation 
to insure you have a table. 
You can contact your con¬ 
cierge desk at your hotel/ 
time share or call them 
directly at 586-5420. Feel 
free to check them out on 
Facebook at Barneys Res¬ 
taurant to see what’s go¬ 
ing on. 

So, what are you waiting 
for? MAKE THAT RESERVA¬ 
TION TODAY1WQ 
































Sidebar changes Aruba's restaurant scene 
with its flavorful gourmet burgers 



OPEN DAILY: 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 08:00 AM -12:00 AM 
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 08:00 AM - 01:00 AM 

NO RESERVATIONS NEEDED 
FREE WIFI & FREE PARKING 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS 

RENAISSANCE SEAPORT MARKETPLACE 
ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 
DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD 
TEL: +297 588 5511 
INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM 
WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 


BECAUSE LIFE IS DELICIOUS. 


ORANJESTAD - Take a burger of one hundred 
percent prime Angus beef, add to that the 
freshest possible extras and tastiest sauces 
and voila: here is your gourmet burger. Side- 
bar, a newly opened, great restaurant in the 
Renaissance Marketplace in downtown 
Oranjestad, knows how to tease your taste 
buds with the best burgers imaginable. 


"After two meals and one take out experience, 
I'm ready to COMMIT. This hip, casual place 
manages to pull off a great contribution to 
the latest fad....burgers." 

Zforall, Sarasota, FL-USA 

TripAdvisor-January 5th, 2015 


Sidebar's signature burgers have been named 
The Sidebar, The Afterburner, The Goliath, The 
Texan, The Chaser, The Primal and The Italian 
Job and we are sure that everyone will be able 
to find a burger that calls out to them. The 
burgers come with brie cheese, prosciutto, 
Cheddar cheese, zucchini, sliced steak, Bour¬ 
bon bbq sauce, dripping gravy and much 
more, depending on your order. The best 
thing is that these gourmet beauties cost less 
than $ 15.--, so lunch or an evening out won't 
break the bank. 


Feel love for Sidebar's burgers; they are burst¬ 
ing with taste- try them all and find your 
personal favorite. Come on down to Sidebar 
and rock your Wildest West with a fabulously 
tasty burger that packs a punch with its layers 
of flavor. And if you are not in a burger mood, 
then Sidebar has a wonderfully varied menu 
of all kinds of other options, ranging from 
vegetarian mushrooms and spinach to a 
zucchini cutlet to lovely salads, homemade 
soups, pastas and fish dishes. 

Wash your lunch or dinner down with a 
premium, aged Bourbon or try the ice-cold 
beers on tap to slake your thirst. You can 
choose between Heineken, Balashi, Chill, 
Stella Artois, Miller Light or Presidente. Come 
inside, at the bar or sit outside on the terrace; 
at Sidebar there will always be a place for you. 



Chabad Aruba Announces Public Passover Seders! 



--“Relive the Passover Exo¬ 
dus” with Rabbi Blasberg. 

NOORD, ARUBA —Few 
Jewish holidays evoke the 
same warm sentiments 
as Passover. Memories of 
family and friends gath¬ 
ered as the four cups of 
wine are poured, the four 
questions asked and the 
Matzah served, all contrib¬ 
ute to Passover's popular¬ 
ity in the Jewish commu¬ 
nity. Bringing the warmth 
and tradition of this festival 
to Aruba, Chabad Aruba 
is inviting all to participate 
in community Seders to be 
held on Friday night, April 
3, and again on Saturday 
night, April 4. 

The Seders take partici¬ 



pants through the won¬ 
drous liberation of our 
ancestors from Egyptian 
bondage, while sharing 
the relevance and beauty 
of the age old festival in 
our modern lives. Included 
in the Seder will be a de¬ 
lectable catered dinner 
paired with a variety of fine 
imported wines and hand¬ 
made round 'Shmurah' 
Matzah from Israel. 
“Passover is not simply a 
celebration of the historic 
liberation of an ancient 
people,” said Rabbi Blas¬ 
berg, Chabad Aruba. 
“Passover is about our own 
personal liberation - physi¬ 
cally, emotionally and 
spiritually. Passover inspires 
us to break free from the 
shackles restraining us from 
reaching new heights - in 
our lives, relationships and 
connection with G-d.” 
Chabad’s community 
seder is part of a global 
Passover campaign that 
began in 1954, when the 
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 


M. Schneerson, of blessed 
memory, considered the 
most influential rabbi in 
modern history, launched 
the Shmurah Matzah initia¬ 
tive in an effort to create 
awareness and promote 
observance of the holiday. 
This year an estimated four 



million hand-baked Shmu¬ 
rah Matzahs will be dis¬ 
tributed by the Chabad- 
Lubavitch movement. In 
addition, millions of Pass- 
over guides in 17 languag¬ 
es will educate people on 
the meaning and practic¬ 
es of the holiday. 

All are welcome to join the 
community seder, regard¬ 
less of Jewish affiliation or 
background. Reservations 
can be made online at- 
www.JewishAruba.com/ 
Seder2015. 

Event: Seder 

Where: April 3rd 7:30pm at 


the Radisson Ballroom. 

April 4th 7:30pm at Chabad 
Center. 

Reservations: Onlinewww. 
JewishAruba.com/Sed- 
er2015 or by phone 592- 
7613. 

What is the holiday of Pass- 
over? 

The eight-day festival of 
Passover is celebrated this 
year from sundown on Fri¬ 
day, April 3 until after night¬ 
fall on Saturday, April 11, 
2015. Passover commem¬ 
orates the exodus of the 
Jews from Egypt and will 
be celebrated with festive 
“Seder” dinners on April 3 
and 4, 2015. Other holiday 
observances include re¬ 
stricting the consumption 
of leavened products such 
as bread and pasta, in¬ 
stead eating unleavened 
matzah. Additional infor¬ 
mation about the Pass- 
over holiday is available 
at www.jewisharuba.com/ 
Passover. 

All the best. 

Rabbi Ahron BlasbergO 
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Earn one Free Entry Ticket for 
every 25 Points earned today 
from 10am to 10pm. 

Cash Prize IR aff le s from 
10:30 pm to 11:30pm! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering o wide voriely of Retail & Dining Guilds, 
Satan & Spa Services. Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins | Dunkrrt Donuts fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
Juan Voldez Cafe | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Sp 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Ternei Boulique | The Lazy Lizard | The Markel 
TOFTwisi of Flavors 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily 10am lo4om * J.E> Irousquin Blvd #47 
5B3.5Q0Q * casinoalhombra.com 


At Fishes & More Restaurant: 


John, Lorrie, Larry and Eva having a Great Time on Aruba! 


PALM BEACH - John, 
Lorrie, Larry and Eva 
are having a whale 
of a time on Aruba! 
They are enjoying ev¬ 
ery minute of their 
holiday. These guests 
are no first-timers on 
the island: they have 
been coming here for 
ten years already, so 
they know what they 
like. And they like hav¬ 
ing dinner at Fishes & 
More Restaurant in the 
Arawak Garden, the 
cozy plaza across from 
the Occidental Resort, 
where there are great 
restaurants, nightly live 
music and souvenir 
shopping! 

At Fishes & More each 
of these seasoned Aru¬ 
ba lovers has a favor¬ 
ite: they love the grou¬ 
per, the filet mignon, 
the surf and turf and 
the pastas. 

We hope to see you 
back many more 
timesO 
























AP Newsbreak: 
Study projects 
average MLB 
salary tops $4M 

RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Even 
before the first pitch of the 
2015 season is thrown, an 
eye-popping baseball re¬ 
cord will be set. 

The average salary when 
opening-day rosters are fi¬ 
nalized Sunday will break 
the $4 million barrier for the 
first time, according to a 
study of all major league 
contracts by The Associat¬ 
ed Press. Dodgers pitcher 
Clayton Kershaw tops play¬ 
ers at $31 million and Los 
Angeles projects to open 
the season with a payroll at 
about $270 million, easily a 
record. 

“We're enjoying a tremen¬ 
dously bountiful season 
in baseball,” said Toronto 
pitcher R.A. Dickey, the 
2012 NL Cy Young Award 
winner with the New York 
Mets. 

Fueled by the largest two- 
year growth in more than 
a decade, the average 
salary projects to be about 
$4.25 million, according to 
the AP study, with the final 
figure depending on how 
many players are put on 
the disabled list before the 
first pitch is thrown. That is 
up from $3.95 million on the 
first day of last season and 
$3.65 million when 2013 be¬ 
gan. 


Continued on Page 18 



Ke/fjgs b^Lpornets, mov&back into 8th 

Boston Celtics’ lsaia^^^Bp4) loo^SB^^tes£harlotte Hor- 


njgtsjlj^mbg Wdlker (l5flEefemds durjngimeRgpond half of an 
iNBA ba^^^tball gamely nj^e, ^^March 30, 

wf T^^E^®iated Press 





Chicago style pizza and sp much morel! 
Open for breakfast lunch and dinner in an 
open view atmosphere 

Located at Brie kef I Bay Beach Club on Palm Beach 
Hours 7:00am until 12:00 midnight 


Free Pitcher of Hoar with a Large Charlies Famous Pizza 
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Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 


Idpenesi' ^nd Chinese Restaurant 


In parking lot. 


J.E. irausquin Boulevard. 77. (ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 



In this March 15, 2015, file photo, Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Clayton Kershaw works against the Seattle Mariners in the first 
inning of a spring training baseball game in Peoria, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


AP Newsbreak 


Continued from Page 17 

“MLB’s revenues have 
grown in recent years, with 
the increase in national 
and local broadcast rights 
fees being a primary con¬ 
tributor,” said Dan Halem, 
MLB’s chief legal officer. 
“It is expected that play¬ 
er compensation will in¬ 
crease as club revenues 
increase." Baseball’s av¬ 
erage was approximately 
$50,000 in 1976, the last 
year before free agency. 
Back then, many players 
took offseason jobs to pay 
their bills. 

Now almost all of them do 
their heavy lifting in gyms, 
not warehouses. 

In a $9 billion industry pro¬ 
pelled by ballpark luxury 
suites and premium tickets, 
regional sports networks 
and streaming video, more 
than half the major leagu¬ 
ers are millionaires. 

The average broke the 
$1 million mark in 1992, 
topped $2 million in 2001 
and reached $3 million in 
2008. 

By comparison, the Con¬ 
sumer Price Index for Urban 
Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers has risen slightly 
less than fourfold since the 
first class of free agents 
started negotiations in No¬ 
vember 1976. And the av¬ 
erage U.S. wage in 2013, 
the latest figure available, 
was $44,888, according to 
the Social Security Admin¬ 
istration, up 1.28 percent 
from 2012. 

“It isn’t just the TV deals,” 


union head Tony Clark 
wrote in an email to the 
AP. “From the parity on the 
field to the fan support & 
business off it (including the 
national TV contracts), the 
industry has never been 
healthier." Last year, the 
Dodgers opened at $234 
million and ended the 
New York Yankees' 15-year 
streak as baseball's biggest 
spenders. Still seeking their 
first World Series title since 
1988, Los Angeles is No. 1 
by a huge margin. The Yan¬ 
kees project to be second 
at about $215 million, fol¬ 
lowed by Boston at around 
$185 million. 


Detroit is fourth at roughly 
$170 million — about $100 
million less than the Dodg¬ 
ers. Coming off its third 
World Series title in five 
years, San Francisco is fifth, 
about $1 million behind the 
Tigers. 

The low rollers are led by 
Miami (about $65 mil¬ 
lion), with Houston a few 
million dollars higher. The 
large-market Mets are right 
around $100 million, a mark 
they haven’t reached 
since 2011. 

“The industry is doing very 
well,” Yankees outfielder 
Carlos Beltran said. “The 
owners are making a lot of 


money and the salaries for 
the players are going up.” 
Following Kershaw are De¬ 
troit pitcher Justin Verland- 
er ($28 million), Dodgers 
pitcher Zack Greinke ($27 
million) and injured Texas 
outfielder Josh Hamilton 
($25.4 million). Hamilton has 
a lengthy history of drug 
and alcohol abuse, and 
has been suspended in the 
past. 

The AP’s figures include 
salaries and prorated 
shares of signing bonuses 
and other guaranteed in¬ 
come for players on active 
rosters, disabled lists and 
the restricted list. For some 


players, parts of deferred 
money are discounted to 
reflect current values. 
Payroll numbers factor 
in adjustments for cash 
transactions in trades, sign¬ 
ing bonuses that are the 
responsibility of the club 
agreeing to the contract, 
option buyouts, and ter¬ 
mination pay for released 
players. San Diego is re¬ 
ceiving $18 million from the 
Dodgers to cover most of 
Matt Kemp’s salary, and 
the Marlins are getting 
about $12.68 million from 
Los Angeles as part of the 
seven-player trade than 
sent Dan Haren to Miami. □ 
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Recomend ed 

PALMBEACH164A 

www.ariibabluelobster.com 

Our Phone; (297) 586 38 43 


The 


SAT&SUN: “DOLLAR FOR GUILDER 1 ' 

(SPICUI UFAJUJ 

MON&TUEl “ONE FREE BOTTLE OF WINE” 
|PTR TWIT.) 

WED&FRI: “3 COURSE DINNER” 

(S42JM P/P l\[1 LOBSTLII MIL) 

THURSDAY: “ONE FREE COTTLE OF WINE" 

tPT.n imho 

E\enilay Early Brd from: 4pm Id 6:30pm &21.0D 



















SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 
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BLKaALOE 

Beach Bar and Grill 


T- (+297) 587 2233 lnfo@Bugaloe.com 
‘ v www.Bugaloe.com 


NBA Capsules 

Bradley scores 30, Celtics defeat Hornets 116-104 


Harden scored 31 for the 
Rockets, who had won four 
in a row. Trevor Ariza had 
15 points, and Corey Brew¬ 
er finished with 13. 

Houston has not won north 
of the border since a 114- 
100 victory on March 16, 
2007. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 109, SUNS 86 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) 


— Damian Lillard scored 
19 points before sitting the 
final quarter, and Portland 
secured a playoff berth. 
The Blazers have won four 
straight to edge closer to 
their first Northwest Division 
title since 2008-09. 
LaMarcus Aldridge added 
17 points and seven re¬ 
bounds, and Portland led 


by as many as 31 points. 
The Blazers rested their 
starters in the fourth quarter 
after building a 92-65 lead. 
The Suns have lost four 
straight, and while they are 
mathematically in the play¬ 
off picture, their chances 
are dwindling. Phoenix 
plays six of its last eight 
games on the roadO 


The Associated Press 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
(AP) — CHARLOTTE, North 
Carolina (AP) — Avery 
Bradley had 30 points and 
eight rebounds as the Bos¬ 
ton Celtics beat the Char¬ 
lotte Hornets 116-104 on 
Monday night for an impor¬ 
tant Eastern Conference 
victory. 

Evan Turner scored 15 
points as the Celtics won 
for the 10th time in the last 
16 games. Jae Crowder 
and Marcus Smart each 
had 14 points. 

Boston moved back into 
eighth place in the con¬ 
ference standings, a few 
percentage points ahead 
of Brooklyn in the battle for 
the East's final playoff spot. 
Kemba Walker led a furious 
fourth-quarter comeback 
that fell short, finishing with 
28 points and 12 assists. 
Gerald Henderson added 


17 points for Charlotte, 
which has dropped four of 
its last five games. 
Charlotte's loss clinched 
a second straight playoff 
berth for the Washington 
Wizards. 

RAPTORS 99, ROCKETS 96 
TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored a career- 
high 42 points and tied 
his career best with 11 re¬ 
bounds as the Raptors 
earned their eighth straight 
home victory over the 
Rockets. 

DeRozan made a go- 
ahead turnaround bank 
shot with 1:27 left, and then 
closed out the win with a 
jumper over James Harden 
with 18 seconds to go. He 
made 14 of 27 attempts 
from the floor and 12 of 17 
at the tree-throw line. 

Jonas Valanciunas scored 
15 points for Toronto, and 
Lou Williams had 13. 



Redeem your CASH BACK and get the chance 
to win Fabulous Prizes: 

$5000 in cash prizes 

X2-X3-X4 cash back 
Oscar D'Leon concert tickets 
Dinner & Spa gift certificates 
and much more... 


© WhatsApp 

cnn 0-7-70 


Open daily from 10:00 AM - 4:00 AM 

Daily bingo starting at 1:00 PM 

For more information, please call 587-3399 



Portland Trail Blazers forward LaMarcus Aldridge, right, shoots 
over Phoenix Suns forward Markieff Morris, left, during the third 
quarter of an NBA basketball game in Portland, Ore., Monday, 
March 30, 2015. 

Associated Press 
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NHL Capsules 

Lightning clinch NHL playoff berth with win over Canadiens 


MONTREAL (AP) — MON¬ 
TREAL (AP) — Tampa Bay 
goalie Ben Bishop had two 
assists, Vladislav Namest- 
nikov scored two goals, 
and the Lightning clinched 
an Eastern Conference 
playoff berth with a 5-3 win 
over the Montreal Cana¬ 
diens on Monday night. 
Bishop started plays that 
set up breakaway goals 
by Namestnikov and Jona¬ 
than Drouin in the second 
period. Nikita Kucherov 
and Anton Stralman also 
scored for Tampa Bay, 
which trails Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion-leading Montreal by 
one point. 

The Lightning won all five 
games this season against 
the Canadiens, outscoring 


them 21-8. Montreal swept 
Tampa Bay in the first round 
of last year’s playoffs. 
Bishop, who made 25 
saves, is the first goalie with 
two assists in a game since 
Buffalo's Ryan Miller did if 
on Feb. 25, 2014. 

Max Pacioretty, Jeff Pefry 
and P.K. Subban scored 
for Montreal, which was 
outshot 31-13 through two 
one-sided periods and 
44-28 overall. Carey Price 
stopped 39 shots. 
BLACKHAWKS 4, KINGS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Defense- 
men Duncan Keith and Nik- 
las Hjalmarsson scored 1:04 
apart in the second period, 
and Chicago beat Los An¬ 
geles. 

Marian Hossa added a 
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Montreal Canadiens’ Tomas Plekanec (14) is pulled away from 
Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Ben Bishop during a skirmish in the 
third period of an NHL hockey game Monday, March 30, 2015, 
in Montreal. Tampa Bay won 5-3. 

Associated Press 


goal and an assist as the 
Blackhawks won their sec¬ 
ond game in two nights 
and pulled within a point 
of second-place St. Louis in 
the Central Division. Chica¬ 
go will face the Blues twice 
in its final six games. 

Jake Muzzin scored for 
the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Kings, who 
dropped their second 
straight in the finale of a 
five-game road trip. They 
also lost ground to Calgary 
in their bid for a playoff 
berth in the West. 

CANUCKS 4, BLUES 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Radim Vr- 
bata had a goal and as¬ 
sist, and Eddie Lack made 
23 saves as Vancouver 
opened a four-game trip 
with a victory over strug¬ 
gling St. Louis. 

Zbynek Michalek scored for 
the Blues, who never led 
and missed a chance to 
clinch a playoff spot with 


a victory. St. Louis has lost 
two straight at home, has 
one win its last six games 
overall, and remained 
one point shy of a seventh 
100-point season. 

Nick Bonino netted the 
go-ahead goal midway 
through the second period, 
just 31 seconds after the 
Blues tied it on Michalek's 
first goal since Jan. 31. 
Shawn Matthias also 
scored for Vancouver, 
which strengthened its hold 
on second place in the Pa¬ 
cific Division. 

FLAMES 5, STARS 3 
DALLAS (AP) — Jiri Hudler, 
Raphael Diaz and Johnny 
Gaudreau scored within a 
span of 6:49 of the second 
period, and Calgary held 
on to beat Dallas. 

The third-place Flames 
moved three points ahead 
of Los Angeles in the Pacific 
Division. □ 


























Djokovic beats Dolgopolov 
6-7 (3), 7-5, 6-0 at Miami Open 
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Novak Djokovic, of Serbia, reacts after defeating Alexandr Dol¬ 
gopolov, of Ukraine, 6-7 (3), 7-5, 6-0 during the Miami Open ten¬ 
nis tournament, Tuesday, March 31, 2015, in Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Associated Press 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. (AP) — 

Novak Djokovic rallied from 
a set and a break down 
Tuesday to beat Alexandr 
Dolgopolov 6-7 (3), 7-5, 6-0 
in the fourth round of the 
Miami Open. 

Dolgopolov led 4-1 in the 
second set before the No. 
1-ranked Djokovic mount¬ 
ed a comeback to remain 
in contention for his fifth 
Key Biscayne title. 

After the second set, Dol¬ 
gopolov received treat¬ 
ment from a trainer, who 
bandaged the soles of 
both feet. Dolgopolov 
moved poorly after that 
and won only three of 27 
points in the final set. 

As Djokovic fell behind in 
the first set, he busted a 
racket in anger, drew jeers 
from the crowd and was 
cited for two code viola¬ 
tions, which cost him a 
point penalty. But he won 
a succession of long ex¬ 
changes late in the second 
set that allowed him to pull 
even with Dolgopolov. 

“The first set and a half, he 
was dominating from the 


baseline,” Djokovic said. “I 
was frustrated and nervous 
and wasn’t showing com¬ 
posure on the court.” 

Andy Murray became the 
ninth active man to win 500 
matches by beating Kev¬ 
in Anderson 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 
Murray, who improved to 
500-155, is the 46th man to 
reach the milestone during 
the Open Era, and the first 
from Britain. 

“I don't know why, but get¬ 
ting to 500 gives me moti¬ 
vation to go on and try and 
win more,” Murray said. “I 
hope I’ve still got a lot more 
wins in me.” 

The No. 3-seeded Murray, 
who won the Key Biscayne 
title in 2009 and 2013, was 
presented with a cake in a 
postmatch ceremony. He 
next plays unseeded Domi¬ 
nic Thiem of Austria, who 
beat No. 28 Adrian Manna- 
rino 7-6 (5), 4-6, 7-5. 
Djokovic next plays No. 6 
David Ferrer, who beat No. 
12 Gilles Simon 7-6 (5), 6-0. 
No. 4 Kei Nishikori, who has 
lost 10 games in his three 
matches, eliminated No. 18 
David Goffin 6-1,6-2. 

No. 8 Tomas Berdych ad¬ 


vanced when No. 17 Gael 
Monfils fell and hurt his hip. 
Berdych was leading 6-3, 
3-2 when Monfils retired. 
Monfils, seeded 17th, said 
he bruised his hip but 
hopes to be able to play in 
his next scheduled tourna¬ 
ment in Houston. 

Next up for Berdych is un¬ 
seeded Juan Monaco of 
Argentina, who beat No. 29 
Fernandez Verdasco 6-3, 
6-3. Verdasco was coming 
off an upset win over Ra¬ 
fael Nadal. 

In women’s play. No. 9 An¬ 
drea Petkovic became the 
first semifinalist when she 
beat No. 14 Karolina Plis- 
kova 6-4, 6-2. 

To beat the 6-foot-8 Ander¬ 
son, Murray relied on lots of 
defense and just enough 
offense. He scrambled 
all over the court to keep 
points going, and in the 
final game made improb¬ 
able saves to extend rallies 
on consecutive points, win¬ 
ning both. 

When Murray broke for a 
3-1 lead in the final set, he 
screamed “Come on!” 
loud enough to startle 
any sunbathers across the 


street on Crandon Beach. 
He easily held from there, 
winning 12 of 13 points in his 
final three service games. 
“In the third set I created 
quite a lot of chances, and 


served better as well,” Mur¬ 
ray said. 

While Anderson had the 
bigger serve, Murray lost 
only eight points on his first 
serveO 


Capitals LW Alex Ovechkin reaches 50 goals for 6th time 



Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin (8), from Russia, celebrates his goal in the first period 
of an NHL hockey game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Sunday, March 1, 2015, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rus¬ 
sian left wing Alex Ovech¬ 
kin became the sixth play¬ 
er in NHL history to score 
50 goals in a season six 
times, reaching the mile¬ 
stone when he netted for 
the Washington Capitals 
against the Carolina Hurri¬ 
canes on Tuesday. 

The Capitals captain 
scored his league-leading 
No. 50 a little more than 11 
minutes into the first period, 
giving Washington a 2-0 
lead when he took a pass 
from Evgeny Kuznetsov 
and sent a shot from just 
inside the left circle past 
goalie Cam Ward. 

Only five other players 
have a half-dozen seasons 
in which they reached the 
half-century mark: Wayne 
Gretzky and Mike Bossy did 
it nine times each, and Ma¬ 
rio Lemieux, Marcel Dionne 
and Guy Lafleur had six 


such seasons apiece. 

The goal was the 472nd of 
Ovechkin's career, which 
tied him with Peter Bondra 
for the most by a member 
of the Capitals. 

Ovechkin, a three-time 
NHL MVP, is playing in his 
10th season for Washing¬ 
ton, and Tuesday’s game 
was his 755th, more than 
200 fewer than Bondra’s 
961 with the franchise. 
Ovechkin already owned 
team records for points, 
power-play goals, game¬ 
winning goals and shots. 
After getting his 50th, 
Ovechkin dropped his 
left knee to the ice and 
pumped his right glove, 
then thrust both arms over¬ 
head. Many fans respond¬ 
ed with chants of “M-V-P! 
M-V-P!” and then rose to 
give him a standing ova¬ 
tion when the goal was an¬ 
nounced. 

Under new coach Barry 


Trotz, Ovechkin moved 
back to left wing this sea¬ 
son, his primary position 


for most of his career. A 
year ago, he led the NHL 
with 51 goals while playing 


mostly on the right side un¬ 
der previous coach Adam 
Oates.Q 
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Spring to the Sea 


Spring in Aruba means 
a mass migration to the 
seaside. Not talking tour¬ 
ist here. I am describing 
neighbors who stay far 
away from the ocean the 
whole year, but then are 
moved to spend the week 
“camping” by the ocean. 
Do not believe for a mo¬ 
ment that this is a local tra¬ 
dition. People have been 
drawn to the sea for fun, 
health and revitalization 
since ancient times. Plato, 
the Greek philosopher said, 
“The Sea cures all ailments 
of man.” Plato as well as 
Hippocrates, the father of 
modern medicine, often 
prescribed bathing in the 
sea as a health treatment. 
Most of us know that a 
trip to the sea makes us 
feel “new.” Why? First, 
the ocean air is filled with 
negative ions. Countless 
studies have been done 
on how negative ions 
clean dust and therefore 
reduce symptoms of aller¬ 
gies, counteract negative 
effects of smoking, and in¬ 
crease the flow of oxygen 
to the brain; resulting in 
higher alertness, decrease 
drowsiness, and more men¬ 
tal energy. Wow, all that 
from going to the ocean? 
Do you know that sea wa¬ 
ter contains all the 104 min¬ 
erals and trace elements 
present in human serum, 
or plasma? So powerful 
are the effects of the sea 
water on the human body, 
mind and spirit that a reju¬ 
venating therapy known as 
Thalassotherapy, from the 
Greek words, “Thalasso” 
for sea; and “therapy” for 
treatment has been prac¬ 


ticed since well before the 
1800’s when the French 
coined the word. So, soak¬ 
ing in the ocean or if you’re 
not lucky enough to live 
near the ocean, a sea salt 
bath, is a therapy that al¬ 
lows the skin to absorb and 
benefit from ocean miner¬ 
als. As a complimentary 
physician and a medical 
anthropologist, I realize that 
this urge to go to the sea in 
springtime, is a primal urge 
to clean ourselves from the 
past so that we can be re¬ 
born. 

I recommend 
whenever possible, that 
parents take their children 
to the ocean to clean their 
sinuses. Ocean water is a 
natural antihistamine that 
helps clear up mucus se¬ 
cretions. It is a powerful 
antihistamine that does not 
make you drowsy and has 
no negative side effects. 
Antibiotic do not help fight 
viruses. However, nearly all 
viruses will succumb to sea 
water and natural sunshine. 

I believe in the heal¬ 
ing power of the sea so 
strongly, that I developed a 
“Water” therapy for our pa¬ 
tients who are swollen with 
edema. I call this treatment 
“Head out Immersion”. The 
number of people in our 
community taking diuret¬ 
ics, or drugs to remove ex¬ 
cess body fluid or edema is 
staggering. Many people 
think if they are suffering 
from edema they have too 
much water in the body 
and do not drink fluids. Ac¬ 
tually, edema actually is 
one of the signs of dehy¬ 
dration or that the body 
is trying to dilute a poison. 


The fluid swelling arms and 
legs is salty water that can 
be replenished with fresh, 
healthy water. 

I supervise my patients who 
want help to move out this 
“dirty” water by having 
them drink more water and 
sit in the ocean. Before 
leaving your house mea¬ 
sure the thickness of your 
legs. Drink a liter (quart) of 
water and go to the beach. 
Sit in the water for forty min¬ 
utes with the water up to 
your neck with your head 
out of the water, your arms 
and legs underwater. If you 
also have hypertension you 
will leave the water, get 
home and realize that you 
are ready for a sound nap. 
Our Head Out Immersion 
produces positive results 
and here at Viana Healing 
Center we have seen this 
easy procedure work small 
miracles with swollen bod¬ 
ies. By the way, you know 
that diuretic you are tak¬ 
ing? It does remove some 
body fluid and potassium, 
but leaves the salt behind, 
which means you are go¬ 
ing to swell up faster. The 
head out immersion also 
removes your excess body 
salt. Meanwhile, the potas¬ 
sium you have lost is a very 
important mineral for the 
proper function of all cells, 
tissues, and organs in the 
human body. If you are tak¬ 
ing a diuretic it is important 
to replace the lost potas¬ 
sium. Many foods contain 
potassium, including all 
meats, some types of fish, 
such as salmon, cod, and 
flounder, and many fruits, 
vegetables, and beans. 

Another “Hydro” 


By: Dr. Carlos Viana 

(water) therapy and a 
great way to detoxify your 
organs and hydrate your 
body is by having your co¬ 
lon washed. Colon Hydro¬ 
therapy is an extended 
and more complete form 
of an enema. Colon hy¬ 
drotherapy involves the 
gentle infusion of warm 
filtered water into the rec¬ 
tum by a trained therapist 
or Natural Physician, using 
no chemicals or drugs. The 
out flowing water removes 
excess gas, mucus, infec¬ 
tious material and feces. 
It is the natural solution to 
conditions, which interfere 
with the normal functions 
of the colon. We get extra 
request for this treatment in 
our clinic, especially after 
holiday binging, or when 
beginning a weight loss or 
other health program or as 
a “spring cleaning”. Many 
patients state that they feel 
reborn after this therapy. 

Get the Point! If you 
are blessed as we are to live 
by the ocean, one of the 
best ‘cures for all ailments’ 
is free. If you are lucky 
enough to vacation by the 
sea, take full advantage of 
it natural healing proper¬ 
ties. When you get home, 
you can check out a spa 
that offers Thalassotherapy 
or get some organic sea 
salts to bath in as a home 
therapy. Be sure to drink 
plenty mineral water every 
day. If you would like more 
help with a specific type of 
detox or cleansing, we of¬ 
fer colon-hydro therapy, 
individual medical analy¬ 
sis and a program to suite 
each person. Meanwhile, 
be part of the solution in 



keeping our waters clean 
so the healing will continue. 


CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 
and Toxicology (IAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAL¬ 
ING CENTER, Kibaima 7, St 
Cruz TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
“Prescriptions from Para¬ 
dise” - Dr. Viana’s Award 
Winning BOOK: Prescrip¬ 
tions from Paradise, Intro¬ 
duction to Biocompatible 
Medicine - Available at 
local Bookstores, Hotel Gift 
shops and Boticas. Signed 
copies at Viana Healing 
Center, EBooks: Amazon 
kindle. Nook, Itunes check 
for Events at: facebook. 
com/via nahealingcenter. 
Join the discussion: www. 
facebook.com/prescrip- 
tionsformparadise .□ 


Gift Certificates 
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Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 

Pain & Inflammation - Sleep - Stress - Allergies - Stomach Problems, PMS, 
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu - Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum - Addiction 
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) - AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 
W^tk~ins Welcome. 

www.vianaheal.com 

info@vianaheal.com „ „ , 

Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 
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*Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
* Specialized Hormone Testing 
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Google, Microsoft battle drives down prices for PCs, tablets 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writers 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google is releasing its 
cheapest Chromebook 
laptops yet, two versions 
priced at $149 aimed at 
undercutting Microsoft’s 
Windows franchise and 
gaining ground in even 
more classrooms. 

Various PC manufacturers 
have been working with 
Google to design light¬ 
weight laptops running on 
the Chrome operating sys¬ 
tem since 2011. The newest 
versions are made by Hi- 
sense and Haier. Hisense's 
Chromebook can be or¬ 
dered beginning Tuesday 
at Walmart.com and Hai- 
er’s version can be bought 
at Amazon.com. 

Their arrival coincides with 
Microsoft’s rollout of a low¬ 
er-priced Surface tablet in 
an effort to reach students 
and budget-conscious 
families. Pre-orders for that 
device began Tuesday, 
too. 

As the prices for tablets 
and smartphones have 
been declining, it has 
forced on PC makers to 
lower their prices, said In¬ 
ternational Data Corp. 
analyst Jay Chou. The suc¬ 
cess of the Chromebook 
line is intensifying the PC 
pricing pressure. 

“It has been good news 
for consumers, but not so 
good for vendors,” Chou 
said. 

The cheaper version of the 


Surface Pro 3 sells for $499, 
compared with $799 to 
$1,949 for the higher-end 
models. The discounted 
version has a slightly small¬ 
er screen — 10.8 inches 
rather than 12 — a slower 
processor, and less flexible 
kickstand — just three an¬ 
gles rather than unlimited 
positions. 

The Chromebook has 


served a dual purpose 
for Google. Like the com¬ 
pany’s Android software 
for mobile devices, the 
Chrome system is set up so 
users will automatically be¬ 
gin using Google’s search 
engine and other services, 
such as Gmail and You¬ 
Tube. Google has used the 
Chromebooks as a prod 
to bring down the prices 
of all PCs, something the 
company wanted to do 
because it has more op¬ 
portunities to show the dig¬ 
ital ads that bring in most 


of its revenue when more 
people can afford to buy 
an Internet-connected de¬ 
vice. 

“We cannot be happier 
that Microsoft is helping 
drive down the prices of 
PCs," said Caesar Sengup- 
ta, Google’s vice presi¬ 
dent of product manage¬ 
ment for Chromebooks. 
“If Microsoft is reacting to 


(Chromebook’s low pric¬ 
es), that's fantastic. We 
love it." 

Unlike most computers, 
Chromebooks don’t have 
a hard drive. Instead, they 
function as terminals de¬ 
pendent on an Internet 
connection to get most 
work done. 

Despite those limitations, 
Chromebooks have been 
steadily gaining in popular¬ 
ity, particularly in schools, 
as more applications and 
services made available 
over Internet connections 


— a phenomenon known 
as "cloud computing” that 
has reduced the need for 
hard drives. 

About 6 million Chrome¬ 
books were sold world¬ 
wide last year, more than 
doubling from 2.7 million in 
2013, according to IDC. In 
contrast, sales in the over¬ 
all PC market slipped 2 per¬ 
cent last year, marking the 
third consecutive annual 
decline. IDC is projecting 
8 million Chromebooks will 
be sold this year. 

Besides the $149 laptops, 
Google also is attacking 
Microsoft on other fronts. 
Later this spring, Google 
and Asus are releasing a 
hybrid Chromebook that 
can use used as either a 
laptop or tablet with a 10- 
inch screen. Called the 
Chromebook Flip, it will sell 
for $249. 

In the summer, Asus and 
Google will start selling 
a new Chrome device 
that will provide people a 
cheaper way to upgrade 
an old PC. The device, 
called the Chromebit, is a 
stick loaded with an en¬ 
tire operating system that 
can be plugged into any 
HDMI port. The Chrome- 
bit’s price hasn’t been set, 
Google says it will cost less 
than $100. 

Here’s what you need to 
know about the cheaper 
Surface Pro 3 and new 
Chromebooks: 

PROS AND CONS OF THE 
SURFACE 

Graphic arfisfs, engineers 


and finance professionals 
needing to run complex 
software might still want 
the company’s higher-end 
Pro 3, said Dennis Mein- 
hardt, director of program 
management for Surface. 
But the Surface 3 should be 
good for everyday tasks, 
he said, and brings the Pro 
3’s premium feel fo a de¬ 
vice that will be affordable 
to more people. 

The new Surface model is 
thinner and lighter, partly 
because it gets rid of the 
fan — similar fo Apple’s 
new MacBook laptop. At 
214 pixels per inch, the 
screen resolution is com¬ 
parable to the Pro 3’s. 
Battery life is promised at 
10 hours for video play¬ 
back. The Surface 3 runs 
the regular version of Win¬ 
dows 8.1, just like the Pro 3. 
In the past, Microsoft has 
used a lightweight version 
called RT in its cheaper 
tablets. The Surface 3 also 
has a USB porf, a feature 
that distinguishes the Sur¬ 
face line from most rival 
tablets. 

SIZING UP THE CHROME¬ 
BOOKS 

Both the Hisense and Hai¬ 
er models have 11.6 inch 
screens, 2 gigabits of mem¬ 
ory and run on Rockchip 
processors. The Hisense 
machine promises up to 8.5 
hours of battery power per 
charge while Haier is tout¬ 
ing up to 10 hours of power 
per charge on a battery 
that can be removed for 
easier replacement.O 



This Monday, March 30, 2015 photo shows a Hisense Chrome 
laptop in San Francisco. This Monday, March 30, 2015 photo 
shows a Hisense Chrome laptop in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


PlayStation gets Spotify, replacing 
Sony’s own music service 



This undated image provided by Sony Computer Entertainment 
America shows a screen grab of tiles of Spotify on Playstation 
4. Associated Press 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Spotify 
is coming to the PlaySta¬ 
tion, replacing Sony's own 
Music Unlimited service, as 
the company continues to 
expand the game console 
into an entertainment hub 
beyond video games. 
Spotify hits the PlayStation 
3 and 4 on Monday, with a 
new app adapted for large 
television screens. Sony 
says partnering with Spotify 
expands its music service 
to 41 countries, rather than 
the 19 available with Music 
Unlimited, and offers better 


tools for playlists and music 
discovery. 

PlayStation users have long 
been able to watch DVDs 
and stream Netflix, Ama¬ 
zon and YouTube shows 
with the console. Just two 
weeks ago, Sony launched 
an online television service, 
PlayStation Vue, offering 
more than 50 over-the-air 
and cable channels start¬ 
ing at $50 a month. 

Spotify has 60 million active 
users worldwide, including 
15 million paid subscribers. 
Its music app is available 
on some Internet-connect¬ 
ed TVs and set-top boxes. 


but Spotify says it worked 
closely with Sony to opti¬ 
mize its service for the Play¬ 
Station. Notable features 
include: the ability to listen 
to music while playing a 
game and still listening to 
sound effects, or automati¬ 
cally pausing the game 
while changing volume or 
playlists. 

The service is free with ads, 
or costs $10 a month for a 
premium ad-free version 
fhaf offers offline play¬ 
back. Although free users 
aren't allowed to choose 
specific songs on mobile 
devices, they will be able 


to on the PlayStation, just 
as they now do on tradi¬ 
tional computers. 
Customers who do not al¬ 
ready have a Spotify ac¬ 
count can sign up on the 
PlayStation. Existing Spotify 
customers will get access 


to the PlayStation app with 
their usual sign-in. Music 
Unlimited subscribers won't 
be automatically switched 
over; those that subscribe 
on other devices such as 
Sony phones, will need to 
get the Spotify app.Q 
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Berkshire Hathaway buys 2 small Virginia newspapers 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — War¬ 
ren Buffett’s company has 
added two small Virginia 
newspapers to its collec¬ 
tion of more than two doz¬ 
en small and medium-sized 
newspapers. 

Berkshire Hathaway Media 
Group said Tuesday that it 
had acquired The Martins¬ 
ville Bulletin in Martinsville 


and the Franklin News-Post 
in Rocky Mount from Haskell 
Newspapers. 

Terms of the deal are not be¬ 
ing disclosed. Berkshire Hath¬ 
away owns 31 daily newspa¬ 
pers and dozens of weeklies 
in 10 states, including several 
in Virginia such as the Rich¬ 
mond Times-Dispatch and 
The Roanoke Times. 

“We look forward to the op¬ 
portunity to continue the tra¬ 


dition of community-minded 
journalism carried on by the 
Haskell family for nearly 70 
years,” said Terry Kroeger, 
CEO of Berkshire Hathaway 
Media Group. 

Berkshire said the Martinsville 
paper has a 12,250 daily cir¬ 
culation that reaches more 
than 60 percent of the com¬ 
munity. The Franklin paper 
publishes 5,100 copies three 
times a week. Berkshire’s re¬ 


cent newspaper deals, com¬ 
bined with Buffett’s history of 
letting acquired companies 
largely run themselves, has 
made the company a pop¬ 
ular buyer of smaller news¬ 
papers. Buffett has said he 
thinks newspapers will con¬ 
tinue earning a decent re¬ 
turn as long as they remain 
the primary source of infor¬ 
mation about their commu¬ 
nities. The Haskell family had 


owned the Martinsville Bulle¬ 
tin since 1948 and the News- 
Post since 1981. 

“We are all pleased be¬ 
ing with a company that 
puts such an emphasis on 
serving communities,” said 
Charles Boothe, publisher of 
the News-Post. “Local news 
content is a priority, and 
this move will benefit every¬ 
one at the paper and our 
readers.”□ 


Late slide in stocks erases much of the previous day’s gain 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

The stock market closed 
out the first three months 
of fhe year Tuesday on a 
down nofe, erasing much 
of the gains from fhe prior 
day’s big rally. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average slumped 200 
points, knocking the blue 
chip index slightly lower 
for the year. The Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index ended 
the quarter with a meager 
gain of half a percent. 

The broad decline came 
as traders seized on the 
final day of the quarter 
to do some profit-taking 
and prune their portfolios. 
Health care stocks were 
among the biggest declin¬ 
es. Oil prices extended 
their slide. 

"It’s the end of the quar¬ 
ter,” said Anwiti Bahuguna, 
senior portfolio manager 
at Columbia Threadnee- 
dle Investments. "Today 
the markets are probably 
driven by that quite a bit, 
because people are re¬ 
balancing their portfolios.” 
The Dow fell 200.19 points, 
or 1.1 percent, to 17,776.12. 
The 30-company index 


was down as much as 203 
points. It’s now down 0.3 
percent for the year. 

The S&P 500 index slid 18.35 
points, or 0.9 percent, to 
2,067.89. The index is now 


up 0.4 percent for the 
year. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite lost 46.56 points, or 
0.9 percent, to 4,900.88. 
The tech-heavy index 
ended the quarter up 3.5 
percent. 

Traders often look to close 
out positions to make their 
books look as healthy as 
possible at the end of a 


quarter. 

Other factors also contrib¬ 
uted to the stepped-up 
selling on Tuesday. 

“There’s also rising con¬ 
cern about oil prices, es¬ 


pecially as the U.S. gets 
closer to a deal with Iran,” 
said Paul Christopher, 
head of international strat¬ 
egy at the Wells Fargo In¬ 
vestment Institute. “There’s 
some speculation that Iran 
will be able to release a lot 
of oil into the world.” 

That could stoke fears of 
deflation, which can hurt 


corporate profits, he add¬ 
ed. 

The price of oil fell Tues¬ 
day as talks between the 
U.S. and Iran progressed 
somewhat, which could 
lead to more crude on the 
global market in the com¬ 
ing months. 

Benchmark U.S. crude fell 
$1.08 to close at $47.60 a 
barrel in New York. Oil fin¬ 
ished down $2.16, or 4.3 
percent, for the month. 
Brent crude, a benchmark 
for international oils used 
by many U.S. refineries, fell 
$1.18 to close at $55.11 in 
London. The major stock 
indexes’ anemic quarterly 
performance reflects low¬ 
ered investor expectations 
for corporate earnings due 
to concerns over the im¬ 
pact falling oil prices and 
a strong dollar may have 
on big companies. 

"It’s a pretty weak start for 
the S&P 500 because the 
market is pricing the very 
sharp decline in earnings 
that has been coming 
through the entire quar¬ 
ter,” Bahuguna said. 
Companies will begin re¬ 
porting financial results for 
the first three months of 


the year next week. Earn¬ 
ings for companies in the 
S&P 500 index are expect¬ 
ed to be down 3 percent 
overall, according to S&P 
Capital IQ. 

Investors are monitoring 
economic data for clues 
about how earnings will 
unfold. 

On Tuesday, they got 
a dash of encouraging 
data. 

The Conference Board 
said its consumer confi¬ 
dence index rose to 101.3 
in March from revised 
98.8 reading in February. 
The index reflects a pick¬ 
up in hiring and suggests 
more consumer spend¬ 
ing ahead. Separately, 
Standard & Poor’s/Case- 
Shiller said home prices in¬ 
creased in January. 

The market opened lower 
on Tuesday and stayed in 
the red the rest of the day. 
All 10 sectors in the S&P 500 
ended lower. Health care 
stocks led the decline, fall¬ 
ing 1.5 percent. The sector 
is still up 6.2 percent for the 
year. Celgene notched 
the biggest decline in the 
S&P 500. Its shares fell $4.74, 
or 4 percent, to $115.280 



The handheld device of trader Sal Suarino is reflected in 
his glasses as he works on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. The stock market closed out the first three months 
of the year Tuesday on a down note, erasing much of the gains 
from the prior day’s big rally. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Charter Communications to buy Bright House in $10B deal 


DAVID GELLES 
© 2015 New York Times 

Charter Communications 
said Tuesday that it had 
agreed to acquire Bright 
House Networks for $10.4 
billion, in the latest consoli¬ 
dation of cable television 
operators to reshape the 
media landscape. 

The deal will further enlarge 
Charter, which is involved 
in the merger of Comcast 
and Time Warner Cable, 
the two biggest cable op¬ 


erators in the country. If that 
deal is approved, Charter 
will acquire some markets 
and subscribers from the 
enlarged Comcast. 

But much hinges on the ap¬ 
proval of Comcast’s acqui¬ 
sition of Time Warner Cable, 
including Charter's acquisi¬ 
tion of Bright House. If Char¬ 
ter is not able to acquire the 
disposed assets from Com¬ 
cast, it will not go ahead 
with this deal. 

Bright House is the sixth-larg- 


est cable operator in the 
country, with about 2 million 
subscribers in Florida, Ala¬ 
bama, Indiana, Michigan 
and California. 

The structure of the deal 
will have Charter own 73.7 
percent of a new company 
and Advance/Newhouse, 
the parent company of 
Bright House, own 26.3 per¬ 
cent. Charter will pay Ad¬ 
vance/Newhouse a mix of 
$5.9 billion worth of com¬ 
mon stock, $2.5 billion worth 


convertible preferred shares 
that pay a 6 percent cou¬ 
pon and $2 billion in cash. 
“Bright House Networks 
provides Charter with im¬ 
portant operating, finan¬ 
cial and tax benefits, as 
well as strategic flexibility,” 
said Thomas M. Rutledge, 
Charter’s chief executive. 
“Bright House has built out¬ 
standing cable systems in 
attractive markets that are 
either complete, or contig¬ 
uous with the New Charter 


footprint. This acquisition 
enhances our scale, and 
solidifies New Charter as the 
second largest cable op¬ 
erator in the U.S." The Bright 
House deal is a signal that 
Charter executives believe 
the Comcast deal for Time 
Warner Cable will be ap¬ 
proved. Antitrust experts 
have said that regulators 
in Washington are likely to 
scrutinize the deal for any 
detrimental effect it might 
have on consumersO 
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Mornings in Blue America 




PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2015 New York Times 

Two impossible things hap¬ 
pened to the U.S. economy 
over the course of the past 
year - or at least they were 
supposed to be impossible, ac¬ 
cording to the ideology that 
dominates half our political 
spectrum. First, remember how 
Obamacare was supposed to 
be a gigantic job killer? Well, in 
the first year of the Affordable 
Care Act’s full implementation, 
the U.S. economy as a whole 
added 3.3 million jobs - the 
biggest gain since the 1990s. 
Second, half a million of those 
jobs were added in California, 
which has taken the lead in job 
creation away from Texas. 
Were President Barack 
Obama’s policies the cause of 
national job growth? Did Jerry 
Brown - the tax-raising, Obam- 
acare-embracing governor of 
California - engineer his state’s 
boom? No, and few liberals 
would claim otherwise. What 
we’ve been seeing at both the 
national and the state level is 
mainly a natural process of re¬ 
covery as the economy finally 
starts to heal from the housing 
and debt bubbles of the Bush 
years. 

But recent job growth, none¬ 
theless, has big political impli¬ 
cations - implications so dis¬ 
turbing to many on the right 
that they are in frantic denial, 
claiming that the recovery is 
somehow bogus. Why can’t 
they handle the good news? 
The answer actually comes on 
three levels: Obama Derange¬ 
ment Syndrome, or ODS; Rea- 
ganolatry; and the confidence 
con. 

Not much need be said about 
ODS. It is, by now, a fixed idea 
on the right that this president 
is both evil and incompetent, 
that everything touched by the 
atheist Islamic Marxist Kenyan 
Democrat - mostly that last 
item - must go terribly wrong. 
When good news arrives about 
the budget, or the economy, or 
Obamacare - which is, by the 
way, rapidly reducing the num¬ 
ber of uninsured while costing 
much less than expected - it 
must be denied. 

At a deeper level, modern 
conservative ideology utterly 
depends on the proposition 
that conservatives, and only 
they, possess the secret key to 
prosperity. As a result, you of¬ 
ten have politicians on the right 
making claims like this one, 
from Sen. Rand Paul: “When is 
the last time in our country we 
created millions of jobs? It was 
under Ronald Reagan.” 
Actually, if creating “millions of 


jobs” means adding 2 million 
or more jobs in a given year, 
we’ve done that 13 times since 
Reagan left office: eight times 
under Bill Clinton, twice under 
George W. Bush, and three 
times, so far, under Barack 
Obama. But who’s counting? 
Still, don’t liberals have simi¬ 
lar delusions? Not really. The 
economy added 23 million 
jobs under Clinton, compared 
with 16 million under Reagan, 
but there’s nothing on the left 
comparable to the cult of the 
Blessed Ronald. That’s because 
liberals don’t need to claim 
that their policies will produce 
spectacular growth. All they 
need to claim is feasibility: 
that we can do things like, say, 
guaranteeing health insurance 
to everyone without killing the 
economy. 

Conservatives, on the other 
hand, want to block such 
things and, instead, to cut tax¬ 
es on the rich and slash aid to 
the less fortunate. So they must 
claim both that liberal policies 
are job killers and that being 
nice to the rich is a magic elixir. 
Which brings us to the last point: 
the confidence con. 

One enduring puzzle of political 
economy is why business inter¬ 
ests so often oppose policies to 
fight unemployment. After all, 
boosting the economy with ex¬ 
pansionary monetary and fiscal 
policy is good for profits as well 
as wages, yet many wealthy 
individuals and business lead¬ 
ers demand tight money and 
austerity instead. 

As a number of observers have 
pointed out, however, for big 
businesses to admit that gov¬ 
ernment policies can create 
jobs would be to devalue one 
of their favorite political ar¬ 
guments - the claim that to 
achieve prosperity politicians 
must preserve business confi¬ 
dence, among other things, by 
refraining from any criticism of 
what businesspeople do. 

In the case of the Obama 
economy, this kind of think¬ 
ing led to what I like to call 
the "Ma! He’s looking at me 
funny!” theory of sluggish re¬ 
covery. By this I mean the in¬ 
sistence that recovery wasn’t 
being held back by objective 
factors like spending cuts and 
debt overhang, but rather by 
the corporate elite’s hurt feel¬ 
ings after Obama suggested 
that some bankers behaved 
badly and some executives 
might be overpaid. Who knew 
that moguls and tycoons were 
such sensitive souls? In any 
case, however, that theory is 
unsustainable in the face of a 
recovery that has finally started 
to deliver big job gains, even if 
it should have happened soon¬ 
er. So, as I said at the begin¬ 
ning, the fact that we’re now 
seeing mornings in blue Amer¬ 
ica - solid job growth both at 
the national level and in states 
that have defied the right’s 
tax-cutting, deregulatory or¬ 
thodoxy - is a big problem for 
conservatives. Although they 
would never admit it, events 
have proved their most cher¬ 
ished beliefs wrong.□ 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2015 New York Times 

Let’s recap the state of Amer¬ 
ica’s commitments in the Mid¬ 
dle East. Our military is fighting 
in a tacit alliance with Iranian 
proxies in Iraq, even as it assists 
in a campaign against Irani¬ 
an-backed forces in Yemen. 
We are formally committed to 
regime change in Syria, but 
we’re intervening against the 
regime’s Islamist enemies. Our 
strongest allies, officially, are 
still Israel and Saudi Arabia, but 
we’re busy alienating them by 
pushing for detente with Iran. 
And please don’t mention Lib¬ 
ya or al-Qaida - you’ll confuse 
everyone even more. 

Is there a method here? A Met- 
ternichian master plan discern¬ 
ible only to President Barack 
Obama and his advisers? Not 
exactly: This administration has 
been persistently surprised by 
Middle East developments, 
and its self-justifications alter¬ 
nate between the exasperated 
(why don’t you try it if you’re so 
smart?) and the delusional (as 
soon as we get the Iran deal, 
game changer, baby!). 

But there is a strategic ele¬ 
ment in how the Obama White 
House ended up here. Haltingly 
but persistently, this administra¬ 
tion has pursued a paradigm 
shift in how the United States re¬ 
lates to the Middle East, a shift 
from a Pax Americana model 
toward a strategy its supporters 
call “offshore balancing.” 

In a Pax Americana system, the 
United States enjoys a domi¬ 
nant position within a network 
of allies and clients; actors 
outside that network are con¬ 
sidered rogues and threats, 
to be restrained and coerced 
by our overwhelming military 


might. Ideally, over time our 
clients become more prosper¬ 
ous and more democratic, the 
benefits of joining the network 
become obvious, and the mili¬ 
tary canopy both expands and 
becomes less necessary. 

In an offshore balancing sys¬ 
tem, our clients are fewer, and 
our commitments are reduced. 
Regional powers bear the pri¬ 
mary responsibility for dealing 
with crises on the ground, our 
military strategy is oriented to¬ 
ward policing the sea lanes 
and the skies, and direct inter¬ 
vention is contemplated only 
when the balance of power is 
dramatically upset. 

Since the Cold War, and espe¬ 
cially since 1991, the Pax Amer¬ 
icana idea has predominated 
in our foreign policy thinking. 
But in the Middle East, there 
has been no real evolution to¬ 
ward democracy among our 
network of allies; instead, their 
persistent corruption has fed 
terrorism and contributed to al- 
Qaida’s rise. 

Hence the Bush administra¬ 
tion’s post-9/11 decision to try 
to start afresh, by transforming 
a rogue state into a regional 
model, a foundation for a new 
U.S.-led order that would be 
less morally compromised than 
the old. 

That order did not, of course, 
emerge. Instead, it took all the 
king’s horses and all of David 
Petraeus’ men just to hold Iraq 
together; a different bad actor, 
Iran, ended up empowered; 
and the old problem of repres¬ 
sion led to the Arab Spring and 
the civil wars that followed. 
Sticking to the Pax Americana 
model after these develop¬ 
ments would have required 
keeping U.S. troops in Iraq for 
decades. It might have forced 
us to choose between bomb¬ 
ing Iran and extending a Cold 
War-style nuclear umbrella 
over most of the Arab world. 
And there still would have been 
no easy answers about how to 
deal with corrupt allies or with 
the zealots who move in when 
they fall. 

So it’s understandable that 


the Obama White House has 
sought a different role. Our 
withdrawal from Iraq and light- 
footprint approach to counter¬ 
terrorism, our strange dance 
with Bashar Assad, our limited 
intervention against ISIS - they 
all aim at a more “offshore” 
approach to the Middle East’s 
problems. Likewise, the long- 
sought detente with Iran, which 
assumes that once the nuclear 
issue is resolved, Tehran can 
gradually join Riyadh, Cairo 
and Tel Aviv in a multipolar 
order. But there are two prob¬ 
lems. First, offshore balancing 
offers the most benefits when 
your entanglements are truly 
minimal, but it’s very hard for 
a hegemon to simply sidle off¬ 
stage, shedding expectations 
and leaving allies in the lurch. 
And when you’re still effective¬ 
ly involved everywhere, trying 
to tip the balance of power this 
way and that with occasional 
airstrikes, it’s easy to end up in 
a contradictory, six-degrees-of- 
enmity scenario, with no clear 
goal in mind. 

Second, multipolar environ¬ 
ments are often more unstable 
and violent, period, than uni¬ 
polar ones. So offshoring U.S. 
power and hoping that Iran, 
Iran’s Sunni neighbors and Is¬ 
rael will find some kind of bal¬ 
ance on their own will prob¬ 
ably increase the risk of arms 
races, cross-border invasions 
and full-scale regional war. 
The conflicts we have now are 
ugly enough, but absent the 
restraint still imposed by U.S. 
military dominance, it’s easy to 
imagine something worse. 

If we could actually escape 
Middle East entanglements 
entirely, even that “something 
worse” might be less costly to 
the United States than trying 
to sustain the Pax Americana. 
And if we had a trustworthy he¬ 
gemon in the wings to replace 
us, all of this might be moot. 

But in the world as it exists, what 
we have is an administration 
that wants to believe it’s get¬ 
ting us out, but a region that’s 
inexorably, inevitably pulling us 
back in.Q 
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Mutts 



EARL, THAT 
OAK TREE 
SHNEAKEP 

into w\y 
house!!! 
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6 Chix 


IT'S NoT A ttGoRE OF STCecH— 
PEOPLE REALLY Vo gECOWE 
USELESS WITHOUT 
THEIR PHONES. 
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Blondie 



I KNOW WE 
PLEDGED 
NOT TO 
EXCHANGE 
GIFTS THIS 
YEAR, BUT 
I COULDN'T 
; RESIST 



I SHOULD'VE 
KNOWN YOU'D PULL 
A STUNT LIKE THIS, 


■U SEE? IT'S A PHOTO OF ME L 
ROLLING THE WINNING STRIKE 
AT THE LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS 



NO PROBLEM..I BROUGHT rn 
OVER EARLY SO YOU'D HAVE, 
PLENTY OF SHOPPING 
DAYS LEFT i 


Mother Goose & Grimm 







Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 National 
military force 

5 Performed 

10 Primates 

14 Jeff Bridges’ 
brothers 

15 Flatterer 

16 Spanish artist 

17 Rob Reiner’s 
dad 

18 Tossing game 

20 Group tub 

21 Fez fabric 

22 Queen & deuce 

23 Graceful 
waterbirds 

25 Distress letters 

26 Indiana team 

28 Sportsman with 

a rifle 

31 Theater 
employee 

32 Go down 
smoothly 

34 Hired vehicle 

36 Lose traction 
on the road 

37 Nourishes 

38 Additional 
amount 

39 Egg producer 

40 Shingle material 

41 Religious belief 

42 Physician 

44 Spanish wife’s 
title 

45 Actress Jamie 
_ Curtis 

46 Play a banjo 

47 Arm joint 

50 Smile broadly 

51 Hosp. section 
for the very ill 

54 Comforting 

57 Glasgow fellow 

58 Powerful wind 

59 Handbag 

60 “A _ of Two 
Cities” 

61 Probability 

62 Mountains of 
South America 

63 Feed the pigs 

DOWN 

1 Fundamentals 

2 Gather crops 


3 Cherry on a 
sundae 

4 Actor Brynner 

5 Greek capital 

6 Lowers the 
temperature of 

7 Sour 

8 Asner & Begley 

9 Recolor 

10 Horrified 

11 Penniless 

12 “Brown _ 

Girl”; 1960s hit 

13 Talk back 

19 Griddle bread 
21 Actor Jamie _ 

24 Garden intruder 

25 Beer 

26 Shove 

27 Invited 

28 Conceal 

29 Cost-effective 

30 More unusual 

32 Scorch 

33 Allow 

35 Alpha’s follower 

37 Ice sheet afloat 

38 List of dishes 
40 Frets; worries 


41 Six years, for a 
U.S. senator 

43 Shuts 

44 Puts on, as a 
play 

46 Good judgment 

47 Consequently 

48 Go first 

49 Hairless 


50 Finch or falcon 

52 Denver’s state: 
abbr. 

53 El Paso school, 
familiarly 

55 Lazy River” 

56 Go speedily 

57 Wall & Easy: 
abbr. 
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Police: Men in 
NSA shooting 
had gone to a 
hotel to party 


Classifieds 


M. SOMERS 

Associated Press 

FORT MEADE, Maryland (AP) 

— Two cross-dressing men 
who were shot at by Na¬ 
tional Security Agency po¬ 
lice when they disobeyed 
orders at a heavily guarded 
gate had just stolen a car 
from a man who picked 
them up for a motel “par¬ 
ty,” police said Tuesday. 

The FBI said the driver, Ricky 
Shawatza Hall, 27, died at 
the scene, and his passen¬ 
ger remained hospitalized 
Tuesday with unspecified 
injuries. An NSA police of¬ 
ficer was treated for minor 
injuries and released. 

NSA police opened fire on 
the stolen sports utility ve¬ 
hicle after Hall failed to fol¬ 
low instructions for leaving 
a restricted area, authorities 
said. 

As it turns out. Hall and his 
passenger had just driven 
off in the SUV of a 60-year- 
old Baltimore man, who told 
investigators that he had 
picked up the two strangers 
in Baltimore and brought 
them to a Howard Country 
motel to “party.” 

Police “can’t confirm there 
was any sexual activ¬ 
ity involved," spokeswoman 
Mary Phelan told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Tuesday. She 
also declined to elaborate 
on whether drugs or alco¬ 
hol were part of their plan. 
The sports utility vehicle’s 
owner, who has not been 
publicly identified, said they 
checked into a room at the 
motel at about 7:30 a.m. He 
called police to report the 
stolen car, and only minutes 
later, just before 9 a.m., the 
men took a highway exit 
that leads directly to a re¬ 
stricted area at the NSA en¬ 
trance at Fort Meade. 

The two men were dressed 
as women, but “not in an 
attempt to disguise them¬ 
selves from authorities,” FBI 
spokeswoman Amy Thore- 
son said. □ 

RELAX MASSAGE 
SERVICES 

at your door 

we’re available 24 hours a 
day. For more info: 

Call 744-3997 

211884 


T *1. 5B2-0697/ 583-7404 
$di*r[and str. 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments. 


nd your Stay 



Quality Apartments 

“Studio & Loft Apts. 'fully Furnished 

* Kitchen / A ir£p / Cphh TV *5wirpnurtg 

L«£ than 1 mi t from Eagle fttec h 6 4 ItsuptrYtwrhtis. 
Feel fr-ee to contact or uljlt us. 

Mon - fri : Bam-7pm. Sat d Sun: 9am -5pm. 


ATTENTION: TIM ESN ARE OWNERS AND ISLAND VISITORS 


WANT HI A ENT YOUR TIMES HARE OR 
HOOKING FOR A TIMES HARE TO RENTP 


ITs 100% FREE - HO LISTING FEE - NO COMMISSION - NO HASSLE! 
Iftnkt drecl mnlact with hundreds nl persons Inciting rn iwit n rlmeshm 

O It's Easy 



© It’s Secure 
0 It's Free 





Safir22 

This spacious and well main¬ 
tained home is ready to go. 
The Safir area is becoming 
more popular every day. 

The home comes with 
3 bedrooms & 3 bathrooms, 
fully fenced, airconditioned, 
with hot water facility, 
secured with an alarmsystem, 
all kitchen appliances and 
with relaxing covered porch 
and swimming pool. 


Onlui)£| 

Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 



mi 


US $ 479. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


T#DAY 


B#[\PIA 


How to r«#Rch us! 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

1+2 

517 

$ 19,000 

10 

137 

$ 9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$ 9,000 

13 

501 

$ 9,000 

14 

349 

$1 1,000 

9 

135 

$ 9,000 

7/8 

304 

$9,000 each 

10 

139 

$8,500 

51+52 

2547 

$38,250 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


FOR SALE 

Divi Golf + Beach 2 rm 

suite, lock off 

master br, 2 bath, wk 36 sept 5 
unit 4206 and wk 40 unit 4106, 
1013 gated 24 HR security, 
luxury furnished, steps to affinity 
pool $5900 each tm fees, rental 
considered 

Local 565-9394 until 3/31 or 
US 508-651-0016 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com 


Time Share Resale 

Do you want to sell your Time 

Share in Aruba ? 

let us just do it! 

call the expert, 30 years 

experience 

005-999-518-2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Time Share Resale 
La Cabana BRC 

1 bedroom week 13 room #342 A 
pool/ocean view 

1 bedroom week 14 room #340 C 
poo/ocean view 

Saturday check in , Price :$8500 
each 

more info call:005-999-518- 2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211881 

Time share Resale 
Aruba Beach Club 

week 12 Superior Unit 249 
Ocean View 

week 13 & 14 Superior Unit 230 

ocean view 

price $8000 each, 

more info call :005-999-518-2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


DOCTOR 
c ON DUTY 

a | Oranjestad 


Dr. D. de Cuba 


EMERGENCIA 

911 




POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Paradera Tel: 588-6638 
San Nicolas: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


April 1 

Royal Princess 
Celebrity Ecipse- 
Freewinds 


£ 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Teh 583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tek_5_82-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tek 5 83-38 08 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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When the road salt seeps, sometimes U.S. manhole covers fly 



SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sci¬ 
entific literature traces 
manhole cover explosions 
back nearly a century, but 
a series of such incidents in 
the Midwest city of India¬ 
napolis has authorities look¬ 
ing for a quick solution. 

A combination of power 
system design, winter road 
salt, older electrical cable 
insulation and basic chem¬ 
istry have triggered under¬ 
ground explosions in older 
downtowns, launching 
350-pound (160-kilogram) 
manhole covers high in the 
air. One Georgia Tech en¬ 
gineering professor calcu¬ 
lated the explosions could 
have the force of three 
sticks of dynamite. 

“These things have been 
known to be launched 10 
stories; they have found 
a manhole cover on top 
of a building in a certain 
downtown city," said Dan¬ 
iel O’Neill, who advises 
several utilities on the prob¬ 
lem. “They are dangerous 
things. There are hundreds 
of these things happening 
every year.” 

The nonprofit Electric Pow¬ 
er Research Institute’s lab in 
Lenox, Massachusetts, has 
spent the last 25 years set¬ 
ting off what officials there 
call “manhole events." 

It’s not for fun. Engineers 
are trying to find a way to 
keep manhole covers from 
flying. 

“We're disappointed to say 
we’ve not yet solved the 


problem,” said Matt Ole- 
arczyk, manager of distri¬ 
bution research for EPRI. He 
said, his team will keep at 
the problem “or we're go¬ 
ing to die trying to fix it." 

The EPRI team has come 
up with partial solutions, 
such as latching manhole 
covers to the ground with 
a hook-and-piston system. 
When there’s an explosion, 
those covers lift a few inch¬ 
es to let off some pressure, 
but not so much as to let in 
oxygen to stoke the explo¬ 


sion. 

Experts do know how and 
why these explosions hap¬ 
pen amid thousands of 
miles of tightly bundled 
electrical cables. 

It starts with the way elec¬ 
trical power is distributed 
in older downtowns under¬ 
ground. Cables are linked 
so that if one fails, others 
take over, O’Neill said. 
Cable insulation can fray or 
kink due to age, wear and 
tear, high power loads dur¬ 
ing the summer and corro¬ 


sive road salt. That exposes 
wiring, which can spark 
and smolder. 

Especially when the insula¬ 
tion is older and consists of 
an oily paper, that releases 
gases, including hydrogen, 
methane, acetylene, car¬ 
bon monoxide and ethyl¬ 
ene, O’Neill and Olearczyk 
said. 

Then, salty or dirty water 
gives the electricity a path 
to the ground and the 
spark to set off explosions, 
O'Neill said. 


That’s why O’Neill and Ole¬ 
arczyk say they see more 
blasts events during the 
winter and in more north¬ 
erly cities. The salt is a key 
ingredient. Consolidated 
Edison once compared 
manhole explosions to the 
streets where road salt was 
used and found a good 
correlation, O’Neill said. 

The expensive process of 
replacing the cables with 
plastic insulated modern 
cables works well, Olearc¬ 
zyk said.Q 
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‘Ex-Machina,’ ‘It Follows’ breathe life into stale genres 



In this image released by A24 Films, Oscar Isaac, right, appears on the set with filmmaker Alex 
Garland during the making of the science fiction film “Ex-Machina.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Alex 
Garland has learned a 
few things in his years as 
a science-fiction screen¬ 
writer: namely, that money 
doesn’t always help. 
Garland is now making his 
directorial debut with the 
acclaimed science fiction 
film “Ex-Machina," after 
earlier scripting the influen¬ 
tial zombie thriller “28 Days 
Later" and seeing his first 
book, “The Beach," turned 
into the Leonardo DiCaprio 
adventure. The 2007 Dan¬ 
ny Boyle-directed space 
thriller “Sunshine,” which 
Garland wrote, particularly 
drove home the lesson. 
“The thing I really felt about 
‘Sunshine’ almost while we 
were making it, is that we 
were spending too much 
money," says Garland. 
“When you’re spending 
that much money, either 
consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously, you start to think 
about recouping. You start 
to think about the business 
of film and trying to make 
it entertaining or trying to 
adrenalize it at moments 
when it’s the wrong thing 
to do." 

Garland's “Ex-Machina,” 
which opens in theaters 
April 10, was made for $15 
million, not the $50 million it 
took to make “Sunshine,” 
a philosophical journey to 
the sun that eventually dis¬ 
solved into more of a mon¬ 
ster movie. “Ex-Machina,” 
however, holds its trance 
throughout the tale of a 
young computer program¬ 
mer (Domhnall Gleeson) 
who flies to the remote lair 
of a tech billionaire (Oscar 
Isaac), and is introduced 


to a very realistic artificial 
intelligence (Alicia Vikan- 
der). 

“The one thing I do know 
is that I really, really want 
creative freedom — not 
just for me but the people 
I’m working with,” says the 
British writer-director. “You 
need to be Christopher No¬ 
lan to have creative free¬ 
dom at that level. That's 
what, like, two or three 
people in the world.” 
Instead of fighting those 
odds, a new generation 
of filmmakers is breathing 
fresh life into the often over¬ 
commercialized genres of 
sci-fi and horror. 

A regular diet of big-bud- 
get releases have helped 
stagnate genre thrills by 
over-relying on visual-ef¬ 
fects spectacle (“Jupiter 
Ascending," "After Earth"), 
while mainstream horror 
has been overrun by gim¬ 


micky shlock (the “Para¬ 
normal Activity" series) and 
familiar retreads (“I, Fran¬ 
kenstein”). 

But many of the most ex¬ 
citing horror and sci-fi films 
in recent years — “Under 
the Skin,” "The Babadook,” 
"Her,” "Upstream Color,” 
the “Black Mirror” minise¬ 
ries — have come from 
independent filmmakers 
working with small or even 
skimpy budgets, who prize 
creative control in genres 
where final cut is scarce. 
Janet Pierson, head of film 
at South By Southwest, 
where “Ex-Machina” pre¬ 
miered, has regularly pro¬ 
grammed inventive genre 
fare. While she’s witnessed 
steadily intrepid sci-fi and 
horror for years, she sees a 
larger shift. 

“What I’ve noticed is that 
the young people that 
come in here, particular¬ 


ly more and more of the 
women, their first love is 
genre films — which is a real 
change, which is some¬ 
thing that didn't exist be¬ 
fore,” said Pierson. “I come 
from the more traditional 
art-house generation.” 
David Robert Mitchell, writ¬ 
er-director of the indie hor¬ 
ror sensation “It Follows,” is a 
kind of combination genre- 
art house filmmaker. His first 
movie, “The Myth of the 
American Sleepover,” was 
his version of a teen drama 
that portrayed the quieter 
moments of adolescence, 
rather than the melodra¬ 
matic extremes usually de¬ 
picted in the genre. “It Fol¬ 
lows” is his stab at horror. 
The DVDs he pulled off his 
shelf in preparation make 
a respectable horror sylla¬ 
bus: “Nosferatu" (the origi¬ 
nal and the Werner Herzog 
version), Romero, Cronen¬ 


berg, Polanski, the classic 
Universal monster movies, 
the Hammer classics, “The 
Shining” and many more. 
“There’s a bunch of us that 
grew up watching what 
are now seen as classic 
horror films,” says Mitchell, 
a Michigan native. “That's 
probably affected a lot of 
us to, if not update them, 
be inspired by them." 
Mitchell's deep appre¬ 
ciation of the genre is self- 
evident in “It Follows,” an 
atmospheric suburban 
teenager thriller with a syn¬ 
thesizer score evocative 
of John Carpenter. “It Fol¬ 
lows” has crossed over from 
art house to mainstream: it 
expanded last weekend to 
some 1,200 theaters, de¬ 
spite earlier plans for vid- 
eo-on-demand. It pulled in 
$4 million at the box office, 
about twice its budget. 
While he acknowledges 
“more money would defi¬ 
nitely be helpful” and that 
he may later be interested 
in directing bigger studio 
films, “my intention is to 
kind of take my time with 
that,” says Mitchell. “And 
that's by choice." 
“Ex-Machina” and “It Fol¬ 
lows” both create sus¬ 
pense by relying on acting 
and atmosphere. 

“It Follows,” in which an 
unseen, unknown entity is 
passed like a sexually trans¬ 
mitted disease, works like 
“Jaws” or “The Evil Dead”: 
What we imagine is more 
fearful than anything a 
movie can physically rep¬ 
resent. “Ex-Machina” has 
the distilled feel of a cham¬ 
ber piece: It’s all questions 
and mysteries to unravel, 
none of the fat of special 
effects set-pieces.□ 
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Jay Z, Madonna, Minaj among 
owners of new streaming service 


Olympic champ 
Gabby Douglas’ 
family to get 
reality show 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Madon¬ 
na, Rihanna, Beyonce and 
Jay Z are among the A-List 
musicians who are co-own- 
ers of Tidal, a streaming ser¬ 
vice being billed as the first 
artist-owned platform for 
music and video. 

The membership-based 
service — similar to sub¬ 
scription service Spotify 
— will provide music and 
video content that users 
can stream on computers, 
tablets and smartphones 
or listen to offline. It is being 
offered at two price points: 
$10 for standard sound 
quality and $20 for “lossless 
high fidelity sound quality.” 
Few other details were re¬ 
leased about the stream¬ 
ing service. 

Kanye West, Daft Punk, 
Alicia Keys, Jack White 
and Nicki Minaj also were 
among the artists who an¬ 
nounced at a New York City 


event Monday that they 
are co-owners of the ser¬ 
vice that quietly launched 
in October. Keys said the 
artists hope Tidal will “for¬ 
ever change the course of 
music history” and ensure 
the viability of the industry. 
The celebrities — who also 
included Jason Aldean, 
Usher, members of Arcade 
Fire and deadmau5 — 
stood in a line onstage as 
Keys spoke to the audience 
at Skylight at Moynihan Sta¬ 
tion in Manhattan. Most of 
them wore black as a sign 
of solidarity. Keys called the 
event “a graduation." 

“So we come together be¬ 
fore you on this day, March 
30th, 2015, with one voice 
in unity in the hopes that 
today will be another one 
of those moments in time, 
a moment that will forever 
change the course of mu¬ 
sic history. For today we 
announce of Tidal, the first 
ever artist-owned, global 


music and entertainment 
platform,” Keys said. 

The venue for the event 
was transformed to display 
a walkway paying tribute 
to the different decades 
in music, starting with the 
1950s. 

Coldplay’s Chris Martin and 
Calvin Harris, who both ap¬ 
peared via video, are also 
co-owners. 

“Our mission goes beyond 
commerce, it goes be¬ 
yond technology. Our in¬ 
tent is to preserve music's 
importance in our lives,” 
Keys said. “Music is the lan¬ 
guage of love, of laughter, 
of heartbreak, of mystery. 
It’s the world’s true, true, 
without question, universal 
language.” 

Each of the owners signed 
documents at the event as 
the audience screamed 
when they walked to a 
table in the center of the 
stage.Q 


Banana peel hits comedian 
Dave Chappelle on stage 



This Sunday, July 6, 2014 file photo Dave Chappelle performs at 
the Essence Festival in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


SANTA FE, New Mexico (AP) 

— A man tossed a banana 
peel at Dave Chappelle 
during a standup show, hit¬ 
ting in the comedian in the 
leg, police said. 

Christian Englander, 30, 
was arrested on suspicion 
of misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct and battery af¬ 
ter the fruit throw Monday 
night in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, police Lt. Andrea 
Dobyns said. 

Englander acknowledged 
throwing a peel from a ba¬ 
nana he had eaten earlier 
because he took offense 
to jokes Chappelle made 
about his companion, 
Dobyns said. 

The friend reportedly was 
drawing in a sketchbook 
during the show when 
Chappelle noticed and 
asked the man his name, 
which he gave as “Johnny 
Appleseed,” Dobyns said. 
Chappelle then made 
jokes about the moniker. 


the police spokeswoman 
said, “so that's when Eng¬ 
lander got upset.” 

Arresting officers said Eng¬ 
lander appeared to be in¬ 
toxicated after event secu¬ 
rity escorted him outside. 
Englander was in jail Tues¬ 
day, and Dobyns said she 
didn't know whether Eng¬ 
lander has an attorney to 
speak on his behalf. 
Chappelle has had run-ins 
with audience members 


before. 

In a 2013 gig in Connecti¬ 
cut, Chappelle shut down 
his act after 10 minutes be¬ 
cause of heckling. 

Known for his commentary 
on race in America, Chap¬ 
pelle has gradually re¬ 
sumed his stand-up career 
in the past two years, mak¬ 
ing a long-awaited return 
after abandoning a popu¬ 
lar Comedy Central show 
in 2005. □ 



In this April 12, 2014 file photo. 
Jay Z at the 2014 Coachella 
Music and Arts Festival in In¬ 
dio, Calif. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Olym¬ 
pic women’s gymnastics 
champion Gabrielle Doug¬ 
las can add another item 
to her resume: TV star. 

The defending all-around 
gold medalist and her fam¬ 
ily will be featured in a new 
Oxygen reality show de¬ 
buting later this year. The 
show, which will be co-pro- 
duced by Douglas and her 
mother, Natalie Flawkins, 
among others, has the 
working title “Douglas Fam¬ 
ily Gold.” 

Douglas became the first 
African-American to win 
the all-around title when 
she soared to victory at 
the 2012 London Games 
as part of the “Fierce Five" 
that also won the team 
gold medal. □ 


‘X Files’ actor David 
Duchovny to release 
1st album in May 



David Duchovny attends “The Truth Is Here: David Duchovny 
and Gillian Anderson on The X-Files” at The Paley Center for Me¬ 
dia in New York. 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — “X Files” 
actor David Duchovny is 
releasing his first music al¬ 
bum. 

Fie announced Tuesday 
he’ll release “Hell or High- 
water” on May 12. The al¬ 
bum will include 12 tracks 
he wrote. 

Duchovny has won two 
Golden Globes and is best 
known for his roles in the 
TV series “The X Files” and 
“Californication.” 


Fie says in a statement 
making the album was 
a “dream come true,” 
though he adds it’s shock¬ 
ing to think he has a musi¬ 
cal career. 

The first single is the title 
track and already is avail¬ 
able. The music is being 
released on ThinkSay Re¬ 
cords. Duchovny will star in 
the upcoming NBC series 
“Aquarius,” which debuts 
May 28. □ 














Shiva's Gold & Gems defines the new 

rules of engagement 


If you don’t know jewelry. 
...Know your jeweler! 


Mrmhcr 


jKuri.m* O 


lilt t liinmt 
Kudins 


Shiva's 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #9* 

Royal Plazo Moll, Oran jessed, Artiba 
Td; (297] 5S3 4077 . Fo*; \ 2 ? 7 \ 5824791 
E-mail; 5hiva5aruba@wlqrnBt.aw - www.shivaSjewderS.ccim 


(2 Locations) L - G - Smith 

Palm Beach Plaza Moll, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: |297] 5S3-I077 Fa*; [ 297 \ 5B24791 
E-moil* ihivoiorubo@ieSojnet.ow - Www.S hi vJSjowolers.com 













L.G. Smith Blvd. #94 
Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw-www.shivasjewelers.com 


(2 Locations) LG - Smith Blvd - #95 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 


□□ 

TISSOT 

LEGENDARY SWISS WATCHES SINCE 1853 










